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LETTERS to the Editors 





NAACP Rebuttal 


In the June issue appeared an edi- 
torial entitled simply “NAACP.” Its 
theme is that NAACP defends crime 
and criminals. .. . 

We submit that this is a very broad 
indefinite and unfair accusation of an 
entire organization. The NAACP does 
not operate as a general legal defense 
society. It does not offer legal aid auto- 
matically to every Negro who is ac- 
cused of crime and never has done so 
in its history. 

From its earliest days it has stipu- 
lated that it will entertain requests for 
legal assistance only in cases (a) 
where the defendant is being denied 
due process of law because of his face 
or color, and (b) where a question of 
constitutional rights is involved which 
affects the rights of Negroes generally 
—where a far-reaching precedent 
might be set. 

Your editorial has done a great in- 
justice to an organization whose print- 
ed record of achievements over the 
past 49 years reveals clearly that it has 
proceeded in its legal defense program 
on a highly restricted level of con- 
stitutional rights. 

Roy WILKINS, exec. sec. 
National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People 
New York City, N.Y. 


I just finished reading your editorial 
NAACP, and must say I’m shocked 
beyond words. 

Mrs. Bertha C. Williams 
Chicago, Ill. 


People like you who claim to be 
Christians but do not demonstrate the 
spirit and brotherhood of Christ are re- 
sponsible for situations like the. one in 
Little Rock. 

Dr. Ari Hoogenbook 
El Paso, Texas 


One point lacks insight. You say, “It 
will not do to say that this criminality 
is due to the low economic condition 
of these people.” You also go on to 
make a comparison between the 
Negros and the foreign immigrants. 
The problem of the Negro is much 
more than poverty. It is also suppres- 
sion and to a degree that the immigrant 
is hardly ever subjected to. It is sup- 
pression that maintains the degree of 
poverty and breeds the crime percent- 
ages you mentioned. We the white race 
are reaping some of the seed we our- 
selves have sown. 

Leon Skalish 
Glenolden, Pa. 


I note with much interest your re- 
marks about you “a Christian minister” 
and a “well-wisher” of the NAACP. In 
this connection I would like to suggest 
this question for your reply: “Don’t 
you think it a bit strange that after all 
these hundreds and thousands of years, 
come this present decade, with the 
parallel of the rampage of Commu- 
nism, all of a sudden it’s a sin to 
segregate?” 

Ralph Roberts 
Eufaula, Ala. 


Corrected Correction 


“Correction” (June 1958) is still 
far from complete. Baptist Mid-Mis- 
sions have had some missionaries work- 
ing in the Gold Coast (Ghana) since 
1946. At the present time there are 25 
missionaries laboring under this coun- 
cil in Ghana. 

Howard K. Miller 
Alton, Il. 


Comments on 
“One Church’’ 


When I read your article “One 
Church” in the July issue, I was not 
pleased with your compromise. I can- 
not support compromise just because it 
will not please many to tell just what 
the Bible says and means. I am sending 
you a tract. 

William O. Smith 
Covington, Ky. 


What impresses me most favorably 
is your attitude towards all true chil- 
dren of God. It is high time that this 
question should be faced honestly, and 
publicly. 

SYLVIA DE KOHLER 
Quilmes, Argentina 


If I were a writer I would write a 30, 
40, maybe 50 page letter to you tell- 
ing you how I was blessed with your 
article “One Church.” 

Ben Bradshaw 
North Willow Grove, Pa. 


God has used you to open a new 
world for me. I at one time was so prej- 
udiced to my denomination that I 
actually considered those outside my 
denomination as utter castaways. But 
God has used you to help Him to open 
my heart to all of those dear ones who 
have trusted our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. 

Mrs. Robert B. Huffine 
Toledo, Ohio 
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FOREIGN STUDENTS 


The students from outside the 
United States who are studying in the 
various institutions of our country 
form a most important link with the 
rest of the world. From an American 
point of view we must remember that 
these students represent the brightest 
young minds of their nations, and that 
they will be the leaders of the next 
generation. 

When we realize the colossal hatred 
which Nehru fears toward England be- 
cause of how he was treated when he 
was a student in that country, we can 
appreciate the importance of impres- 
sions gained by various nationals of 
the emerging nations. 

From the point of view of the min- 
istry of Christ, the good treatment of 
foreign students is even more impor- 
tant. We have seen foreign students, 
born again while in Philadelphia, who 
have become leaders in their own 
countries as doctors, engineers, and so 
on. 

Many parts of the world consider 
the United States a foul jungle of ha- 
treds. Students with dark skins, who 
come to America, are often shunted 
into lower residential districts. 

The press of the nation express the 
outrage of well-thinking citizens at the 
brutal murder of the Korean In-ho Oh, 
a graduate student at the University of 
Pennsylvania. Oh was a Christian and 
his family are outstanding leaders in 
the Korean church. At the funeral, the 
aunt of the murdered student sang 
Saved by Grace in both English and 
Korean. 

Work among foreign students is one 
of the most important in the United 
States today. Those who would work 
among them must realize that they can- 
not be reached by jazzy methods. These 
students generally are of high intelli- 
gence. They are uninterested in rock 
and roll, whether in dancing or religion. 
Youth programs, with their choruses 
and superficial approach, for the most 
part leave them cold. 

They must be loved and helped. 
They must see Christ in us before we 
can approach them. There are so many 
attempts to exploit them that the real- 
ity of Christian love can be a startling 
thing to them. 

What can you do? 


4 





Invite a foreign student to your 
home for dinner; better still, for over- 
night. Serve as guide to show them the 
countryside and places of historical 
interest. Ask the blessing before eating 
and read the Bible in brief family 
worship. Take them under the preach- 
ing of the gospel. Show them Christ. 


OFFERED SERVICES 


I offered to do certain things for a 
group of people and some trouble 
arose out of the situation. A close 
friend was counseling with me about 
the difficulty. 

“The trouble is,” he said, “that you 
offered to do this. If you had arranged 
it so that someone would ask you to 
do the favor, there would have been 
no trouble.” He then went on to say, 
“I don’t want to be crude, but my old 
English grandmother used to say, ‘Of- 
fered services stink.’ ” 

At this point, I replied: “But this is 
exactly what the Christian must do if 
he is to be like Christ.” Did man ask 
God to come and save him? Did man 
want the Savior to come and die for 
him?” All of God’s services are offered 
to us. If His grace was not irresistible 
man would never have had any bless- 
ing. 

When sin entered the world, man 
ran away and started to make a fig- 
leaf covering for his nakedness. He did 
not want anything from God. But God 
pursued him. God gave -him the 
promise of a Redeemer. God offered 
and supplied him with a new garment, 
obtained by shedding the blood of an- 


imals and taking their skins for man’s 
clothing. 

When Christ came, all of His ser- 
vices for mankind were offered. The 
men of his day cried what all the hu- 
man race has always cried, “We will 
not have this man to reign over us” 
(Luke 19:14). “Christ was once offer- 
ed to bear the sins of many” (Heb. 9: 
28). This offering of Christ is to those 
that perish foolishness (I Cor. 1:18). 
His was an offered service, and to the 
world, with its ideas of independence 
and freedom apart from Christ, it is a 
service that is not wanted, a service 
that is offensive. But when Christ gave 
Himself for us it was “a sacrifice to 
God for a sweet smelling savor” (Eph. 
$<2)}. 

This is why we must never be weary 
in well-doing, for in due season we 
shall reap if we faint not (Gal. 6:9). 
We have been saved by grace, which is 
an offered service, and if we are to 
grow in grace we are to grow in offer- 
ed services. We must do for others, 
whether the others want it or not. The 
Lord will see that which motivates the 
heart and He will accept our service 
that is offered to others in His name 
and will say, “Well done, thou good 
and faithful servant” (Matt. 25:21). 


ECUMENICAL 


At the General Assembly in Pitts- 
burgh in June, which united two 
branches of the Presbyterian Church, 
there was a moment of great hilarity 
in connection with the use of a word. 
One of the commissioners made the 
motion that the word ecumenical be 
replaced in all literature of the denom- 
ination by the word worldwide. When 
the moderator said, “All those in favor 
say ‘Aye,’” there was a profound si- 
lence, not even the mover speaking. It 
was such a thunderous silence that a 
great roar of laughter naturally fol- 
lowed. 

At another time in the meeting there 
was a further discussion of the word 
and its meaning. Some had understood 
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it to be a mispronunciation of eco- 
nomical. They would have been in fa- 
vor of economical missions! It was 
very clear that the word was new to 
some ears, and that it was not under- 
stood. 

Nobody bothered to give the real 
reason why the word ecumenical has 
acquired widespread use during the past 
few years. The Church of Jesus Christ 
needs a word to express its oneness out 
over the world. The word katholikos 
was used for centuries and travelled 
from the Greek to the Latin to almost 
all the languages of Christendom. But 
the Romanists appropriated this word 
and put their brand upon it, so that 
it is now generally applied to the 
Roman Church as opposed to the 
Protestant movement. Spiritually, how- 
ever, we believe that we are more uni- 
versal than they. Ecumenical (from 
the Greek for “inhabited earth”) is the 
word that has been chosen to fill the 
need that every member of the true 
Body of Christ feels for fellowship 
with all other members of that Body. 

On a Sunday morning, we frequently 
recite the creed that includes the 
phrases, “I believe in the Holy Ghost, 
the holy catholic church . . .” Person- 
ally, I always bear down so strongly 
on the word holy that the word catho- 
lic is slightly lost in the echo. I try to 
convey the fact that I do not believe 
in the unholy (Roman) catholic church. 
If we all said, “I believe in the holy 
ecumenical church,” we would be 
achieving our meaning. 

There might be some souls, timid or 
uninformed, who would fear that some- 
body, somewhere, was attempting to 
form a Protestant papacy and bring all 
denominations together into a super- 
church. Such an idea, of course, is fan- 
tastic. While there will be a few more 
mergers of denominations who have 
little reason to stay apart, the great 
lines are drawn that will prevent union 
between some of the major denomina- 
tions. 

Episcopalians, with their belief in 
apostolic succession, will not aban- 
don their historic position and accept 
the ordination, for example, of Presby- 
terian ministers as being of equal valid- 
ity. True Baptists are not going to 
accept Methodist baptism. It will take 
a generation to unite Lutherans with 
Lutherans, let alone uniting them with 
non-Lutherans. 

The word ecumenical, as the Oxford 
English Dictionary shows, was origi- 
nally applied to the early Christian 
councils and as late as the 19th century 
was used almost entirely of the Roman 
Church. It would appear, ironically, 
that as the Romanists have largely 
captured the word Catholic, the Prot- 
estants are on the way to capturing the 
word Ecumenical. Let us hope that the 
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word can retain its honorable usage and 
that it is not allowed to disintegrate into 
a tag for a dead, formalistic brand of 
Protestantism, opposed to that which 
has Spirit and life. 


THANKFULNESS 


This editorial was dictated while 
driving on the highway. Coming down 
a long hill at 50 miles an hour, the car 
approached the intersection just as the 
traffic light turned green. The driver 
said, “Thank you, Lord, for that green 
light.” 

Three or four minutes later, we 
came up another hill just as the light 
turned red, and the driver said, “Thank 
you, Lord, for that red light.” 

Then I said, “In life the Christian 
finds it easy to thank God for green 
lights but hard to thank Him for red 
lights. Such thankfulness can come 
only through yieldedness to every 
phase of the Lord’s will.” 

The passenger asked, “Have you ever 
read what William Law wrote about 
thankfulness?” This is it: 

“If anyone would tell you the 
shortest, surest way to all happiness and 
all perfection, he must tell you to make 
a rule to yourself, to thank and praise 
God for everything that happens to 
you. 

“For it is certain that whatever seem- 
ing calamity happens to you, if you 
thank and praise God for it you 
turn it into a blessing. Could you there- 
fore work miracles, you could not do 
more for yourself than by this thankful 
spirit, for it heals with a word speaking, 
and turns all that it touches into happi- 
ness. 

“And although this be the highest 
temper that you can aim at, though it 
be the noblest sacrifice that the greatest 
saint can offer unto God, yet it is not 
tied to any time, or place or great 
occasion, but is always in your power, 
and may be the exercise of every day. 
For the common events of every day 
are sufficient to discover and exercise 
this temper, and may plainly show you 
how far you are governed in all your 
actions by this thankful spirit.” 

There is only one true spiritual and 
rational way of thanking God for all 
things: that is to be firmly convinced 
that God’s way is perfect (II Sam. 
22:31), that God has never made a 
mistake (Deut. 32:4), that all things 
work together for good (Romans 8:28), 
and that God is working all things 
according to His eternal purpose (Eph. 
3281). 

In short, it is a belief in the abso- 
lute sovereignty of God that gives 
such peace to the heart that life—quiet 
or turbulent—can be lived in the peace 
of God that passes all understanding, 
(Phil. 4:7). 


ETERNITY 




















By WILLIAM J. PETERSEN 





J. B. Phillips 


THE MAN AND HIS VERSION 


EARLY in World War II in one of London’s most beleaguered sections, a bombed-out church 
congregation was worshiping in a corrugated iron shelter. The earnest Anglican vicar tried 
desperately to make the Bible vital to his youth group. But as he read the Authorized Version to the 
young people during the blackout of London, they didn’t seem to understand it at all. 

The vicar, J. B. Phillips, was disturbed. What could be more important in such crucial days 
than the Word of God? And yet to those young people it might as well have been in the 
original Greek. 

So amid the blitz of London, Phillips began translating, with one eye on his Greek New 
Testament and the other eye on those young people. Each Tuesday morning during the hectic 
war years, he buried himself in his 1881 Greek New Testament. 
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He began by re-working the Epistle to the Colos- 
sians. It read like this: “Just as you received Christ, so 
go on living in Him— in simple faith. Grow out of Him 
as a plant grows out of the soil it is planted in, becom- 
ing more and more sure of your ‘ground,’ and your lives 
will overflow with joy and thankfulness. Be careful that 
tiobody spoils your faith, through intellectualism or 
high-sounding nonsense.” 

Soon his congregation was benefiting from these 
scriptural paraphrases. This they could understand. 
The response of his parish encouraged him to have it 
published. 

Publisher after publisher shied away from it; it 
sounded “irreverent,” they said. 

Then because he admired the writing of C. S. Lewis, 
he sent a copy of his version of Colossians to that Cam- 
bridge professor. Lewis wrote back, “It’s like seeing an 
old picture that’s been cleaned. Why don’t you go on 
and do the lot?” 

And so Phillips did. 

That was the beginning. In five years he had trans- 
lated all the Epistles. Published first in 1947, under the 
title Letters to Young Churches, the translation sold 
only 1,400 copies the first year. 

But since that time Phillips’ principle of the New Tes- 
tament in modern English has caught on. Today well 
over 800,000 of his various New Testament transla- 
tions and over 200,000 of his other books are in print. 

This month, as a capstone to his translating achieve- 
ment, The New Testament in Modern English, the 
compilation of all his previous translations, is being 
published by The Macmillan Company. Enthusiasts 
for the “Phillips’ version” may now have the entire New 
Testament under one cover. 

The Phillips’ versions have been accorded an amaz- 
ing reception among all shades of American Protest- 
ants. Yet they know little or nothing about the trans- 
lator. 

Phillips, however, isn’t an ivory-tower Greek scholar. 

Born in 1906, John Bertram Phillips was educated 
at Cambridge, where he received his B.A. and M.A. 
degrees. He was ordained in 1930, but after his first 
curacy was forced to retire to work as a journalist in 
London. This training was excellent for his future 
work. He returned to the ministry in 1940 to serve as 
vicar of the Church of the Good Shepherd, where his 
youth group challenged him into translation efforts. 


HOW HE TRANSLATES 


Although definitely disclaiming the role of profes- 
sional translator, he has developed a sound philosophy 
of translation. In a nut-shell, this is it: 

1. “A book of the New Testament will never ‘live’ 
nor carry its proper weight to the reader, unless the 


style and form of the language is such as is understood 
and appreciated by the reader of the day.” For that 
reason, Phillips abhors “translator’s English,” reads 
aloud every passage of his translation and examines it 
with the utmost severity. 

2. “The style of the translator must suit what he be- 
lieves to be the style of the original.” And it is Phillips’ 
opinion: “We face a queer paradox; that the earliest 
and most reliable accounts of the life of the Very Son 
of God Himself were written in a debased language, 
which had lost its classical beauty.” Since the New Tes- 
tament was written originally in the language of the 
common man (koine Greek), not in the most beautiful 
language man has ever produced (classical Greek), 
Phillips believes that the New Testament must be writ- 
ten in the language of the ordinary people of today. 

3. “I have taken the bold step of trying to imagine 
myself as the original writer, whether he be the care- 
ful and precise Matthew, the sturdy, blunt Mark, the 
sympathetic, understanding Luke, or the more pro- 
found and mystically-inclined John.” 

With these principles in mind, Phillips goes to work. 
On his shelf are the Greek New Testament, Liddell 
and Scott’s classic Greek dictionary, Roget’s Thesaurus 
of English Words and various New Testament trans- 
lations. 

Then, as he says, “I try to forget about everything I 
ever read in the way of translating, or of interpretation 
and to read the Greek documents on their own merits.” 
He erases from his mind the Authorized Version and 
all other versions, as well. 

_ When he finishes his first draft, he reads it aloud to 
his wife and to his secretary, Margery Hopkins. Both 
are trained to be highly critical. Then the passage is 
“tidied and polished and read once more, perhaps after 
an interval of some weeks.” Other friends criticize it 
and then Phillips goes back to the Greek to make sure 
that successive revisions of the English text have not 
modified nor altered the original meaning. 


TREMENDOUSLY STRUCK 


The work of translating has been a rich spiritual ex- 
perience for Phillips.-As he began by translating the 
Epistles, he was tremendously struck with the dynamic 
quality of the New Testament. 

In his preface to Letters to Young Churches, he 
writes, “Without holding fundamentalist views on in- 
spiration, he (the translator) is continually struck by 
the living quality of the material on which he is work- 
ing. Some will, no doubt, consider it merely supersti- 
tious reverence for ‘Holy Writ,’ yet again and again the 
writer felt rather like an electrician rewiring an ancient 
house without being able to ‘turn the mains off. . . .” 

When he completed the Epistles, friends urged him 
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to translate the Gospels. Phillips hesitated. He felt that 
“although people wouldn’t mind much my paraphras- 
ing Paul and James and John, they might very well ob- 
ject to my paraphrasing what might be the actual words 
of Christ Himself. People as a rule regard the Gospels 
as very much more sacred than the Epistles.” 

But once he began to translate the Gospels, he was 
deeply impressed with the deity of Jesus Christ. 

In New Testament Christianity he writes: 

“TI emptied my mind as far as possible of precon- 
ceived ideas and conclusions. . . . I did my best to be 
detached and disinterested. Yet . . . as the work went 
on, steadily and inexorably there stood up from these 
pages a Figure of far more than human stature and 
quality. 

“Steadily there grows in the mind the disquieting 
conviction that here is much more than man. . . . Pre- 
viously one had accepted the teaching of the Church’s 
creeds—that Jesus was both Man and God. . . . But 
now from first-hand acquaintance with these early doc- 
uments the truths sweeps in afresh and the indescrib- 
ably humility of God strikes one with overwhelming 
awe. The Creator of the vast Universe, about Whose 
Nature we could at the most make intelligent guesses, 
slipped quietly into the stream of human life in the 
only way in which that could be possible, by becoming 
a human being. ... 

“It is almost impossible to read the Gospels thor- 
oughly with adult serious attention and then dismiss 
the central figure as a mere human prophet or tragic 
idealist.” 

Next came the job of translating Acts. Phillips was 
once again “profoundly stirred and, to be honest, dis- 
turbed.” Here he met the reality of the Holy Spirit. 

“To anyone who studies the book we call the Acts of 
the Apostles, it becomes quite plain that the Holy 
Spirit is not a vague influence for good, not even just a 
powerful Wind of Heaven, but a Person with a pur- 
pose and ideas of His own.” 

But the translation of the Book of Revelation was 
something different. At first, Phillips was reluctant to 
include it in his translation, referring to Calvin, who 
omitted it from his New Testament commentary, and 
Luther, who termed it neither “apostolic nor pro- 
phetic.” 

Nevertheless, eager to complete the New Testament 
and responding to the urging of his friends, Phillips be- 
gan translating the last of the New Testament books. 
His hope was that as the Gospels and Epistles “sprang 
to fresh life” in translation, Revelation would too. 

In this, Phillips was a bit disappointed. As he ex- 
plains, “My own method of translation . . . does not ap- 
pear to lend itself to translating language which is both 
symbolic and poetic.” 
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Yet as Phillips freed the language of archaisms and 
verbal obscurities, he caught a glimpse of the majesty 
and sovereignty of God. 

He admits, however, that the obscurity of Revela- 
tion is still there. “Who can truly translate,” he asks, 
“unless he is quite sure of the original meaning? Who 
can explain or expand if both mystery and compression 
are felt to be an essential part of the original writing? 
If the author intends a mystery, the translator must 
transmit a mystery.” 


PHILLIPS THE MAN 


But who is this man Phillips? What does he believe? 

One thing is certain: he can’t be pegged into a theo- 
logical category. He is not a conventional neo-orthodox _ 
nor the American brand of evangelical. 

But here are a few points which may help to char- 
acterize Phillips’ beliefs: 

On the Bible: Phillips is careful to maintain that “in 
translating, I am not the author of anything. I simply 
put down on paper what I understand the Holy Spirit 
was saying long ago through the first writers.” 

While avowing that Scripture is the product of the 
Spirit, he disclaims “fundamentalist views on inspira- 
tion.” In his book New Testament Christianity, he 
writes, “The sacred pages are truly inspired, not I be- 
lieve in any verbal inspirational sense, but because they 
contain the Word of God, or, in case that is a mean- 
ingless cliche, they contain truths of the real world in 
the language of this. Again and again we shall find our- 
selves challenged, convicted, inspired, or comforted by 
truths that are not of man’s making at all, but which 
are bright shafts of light breaking through into our 
darkness.” 

He continues by saying, “Closely allied to intelligent 
Bible study lies Christian reading. It is a profound mis- 
take to suppose that the Holy Spirit of God ceased to 
inspire writers when the New Testament had been com- 
pleted.” 

Phillips’ view of the inspiration of Scripture does 
not keep it from error nor from adopting the mistaken 
notions of its culture. He accepts the views of higher 
critics regarding biblical fallibility. He questions, for 
instance, whether the Apostle John wrote the Gospel 
which bears his name. 

2. On Jesus Christ: 

One paragraph from Appointment with God sum- 
marizes his belief: “It was necessary in the economy of 
sinful human history for God to become a man, for 
Him to offer a life of perfect obedience, for Him to 
effect reconciliation by allowing Himself to be caught 
up in the sin-and-death process; it was necessary for 
Him to ‘taste death for every man’ as well as to shatter 
resoundingly the strength of sin and death.” 


Do not grieve Him by doubting His love. 9 








However, as much as he acknowledges that Christ 
was God, he also believes that Christ limited his under- 
standing to that of the culture of his day. Regarding the 
casting out of devils, Phillips writes, “Now Jesus plainly 
accepted the terminology of his day. Even if He had 
known it, there would not have been the slightest use for 
Him to quote modern psychological jargon . . . which 
may one day be as outdated as the old-fashioned term 
devil-possessed.” 

3. On the sinfulness of man: 

Phillips says: “Most people are not so much sinful 
as bewildered. They need to be shown Christ as He 
really is. They will find that they are ‘sinners’. . . . But 
I would to God that modern evangelists would study 
the technique of Christ himself in dealing with actual 
human personalities.” 


HIGH-POWERED EVANGELISM 


It is in his criticism of modern evangelistic tech- 
niques that Phillips has raised the dander of American 
evangelicals. 

“A high-powered evangelist,” he writes, “whose 
technique depended on arousing and fostering a sense 
of guilt, would find himself woefully short of ammuni- 
tion if he were only allowed to use as his texts the re- 
corded words of Christ.” 

And again, “How often have I heard evangelists 
urging penitents to ‘come to the foot of the Cross,’ ‘be 
washed in the blood of the Lamb,’ and so on, yet never 
have I heard an evangelist refer, for example to the 
words of Jesus which read, ‘but if ye do not forgive, 
neither will your Father which is in heaven forgive your 
trespasses.’ . . . I am not in the least attempting to de- 
tract from the unique act of reconciliation which Christ, 
at infinite cost, made for us on the Cross. Indeed, the 
very thought of God-became-Man so allowing darkness 
and evil to close in upon Him and kill Him fills me with 
awe. . . . We may much prefer cut-and-dried schemes 
of salvation and the comfortable feeling that we are 
one of the saved, but we may safely infer from the say- 
ings of Jesus that no individual or church finds salva- 
tion unless love of God goes hand in hand with love of 
fellow man.” 

Evangelist Billy Graham has continually plugged for 
Phillips’ translation because of its simplicity and clarity 
to the new convert. But last year the Christian Century 


published a severe letter from Phillips which scored © 


Graham in no uncertain terms. 

Doubtless, modern evangelism often needs correc- 
tion. Sometimes the evangelist may pluck on the one 
string of man’s depravity and fail to bring the melody 
of the complete Good News. But it may well be that 
Phillips has erred in the opposite direction. 

Phillips writes, “The Good News was not primarily 
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the announcement of the fact that men were sinners, 
but that the real world had broken through into this 
world in visible, tangible form—in fact, in Christ.” 

To Phillips: “The Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us.” 

But it is equally true: “The Lamb of God .. . taketh 
away the sin of the world.” 

To Phillips: “God was in Christ, reconciling the 
world unto Himself.” 

But it is equally true: “The blood of Jesus Christ, 
God’s Son, cleanseth us from all sin.” 

To Phillips: the doctrines of incarnation and recon- 
ciliation are vital. 

But it is equally true: the doctrines of depravity and 
atonement are important, too. 

Consequently, it is not that Phillips’ views are ‘not 
valid; it is merely that they are one-sided, as one-sided 
as the guilt-complexed mass evangelist he decries. 

4. On faith in Christ: 

In Is God at Home? Phillips asks the question: 
“What exactly do we mean by this ‘real faith in Jesus 
Christ?’ Well, it means accepting, after fair considera- 
tion, the claim of Jesus Christ to be God visiting this 
earth in person as a Man.” 

This is another indication that the pivotal point of 
Christianity is the stable of Bethlehem rather than the 
Cross of Calvary. 

Certainly, evangelicals must be reminded that salva- 
tion is not an acceptance of a “pat” code of doctrines, 
but a reception of a living Person, Jesus Christ. This is 
true and Phillips says it well. 

Yet the “crimson thread” of blood atonement for sin, 
running from Genesis to the Cross cannot be regarded 
as a secondary teaching of Scripture. 

Such beliefs of Phillips make it hard to pigeon-hole 
him. One outstanding evangelical in England stated 
however: “J. B. has moved away from the conservative 
position—and from conservative friends.” 

In view of these criticisms then, what is the value of 
Phillips’ translation? 

Rather than a translation, it is a paraphrase, a loose 
rendering of the intent of the original Scriptures, as 
Phillips sees it. 

There is great value in such a paraphrase. Familiar 
renderings may lull the mind; a fresh reading may 
startle it. The King James version may cloud the issues 
with its 16th century English; Phillips’ translation may 
brush away the haze. Indeed, the very beauty of the 
Authorized Version may soothe, while the briskness 
of Phillips may stir. 

Yet there are dangers, too. 

The author’s prejudices are bound to creep in, espe- 
cially when the paraphrase is the work of a single trans- 

(Continued on page 47) 
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Is the CHURCH 


the center of evangelism? 


@ Should the Church in the 20th century be 


more evangelistic in its approach? 


@ Or should the Church have any concern for 


the evangelization of the world at all? 


@ What exactly is the function of the Church 


according to the Book of Acts? 


By C. STACEY WOODS 


I BELIEVE in giving the invitation 
both morning and evening,” said one minister. 

“No,” said the other, “I prefer more of a worship 
service on Sunday morning, but the Sunday evening 
church service is evangelistic.” 

“Of course, we have worship Sunday mornings,” 
said the former, “but I give the invitation just the same. 
Why I frequently give it at the midweek prayer meet- 
ing.” 

A third minister, who had been listening, said, “Well, 
I don’t know about the invitation, but we believe in our 
assembly the right thing is a gospel meeting every Sun- 
day evening.” 

“Well, one way or another,” said minister number 
two, “we are saved to serve and to get people saved. 
That is why the Church is on earth. In my thinking, 
evangelism is the chief function of the Church.” 

This is a day of upsurge and emphasis upon evange- 
lism which sometimes is confused with additions to 


The author is general secretary of Inter-Varsity Christian 
Fellowship and the International Fellowship of Evangelical 
Students. 
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church membership. However, in many evangelical 
Bible-believing churches, true worship is not under- 
stood nor provided for, the truth of the priesthood of 
every believer is but vaguely comprehended, discipline 
is more honored in the breech than in the observance, 
true Bible exposition and teaching is largely a thing of 
the past. Evangelism has become the main function of 
the Church. Is this scriptural? 

Today, in many churches, there is an increasingly ac- 
tive pulpit and an increasingly passive pew. The min- 
ister is the professional full-time Christian worker. He 
is paid to study the Scriptures, to pray, to preach, to 
pastor, to evangelize. If the task is too great for him, 
additional assistants are provided—full-time profes- 
sionals as directors of religious education, deaconesses, 
assistant pastors, etc. Life seemingly is too complex 
and makes too many demands upon the average church 
member for him really to function in a spiritual way. A 
few will take Sunday school classes; the majority are 
content to attend church and to support it financially. 
Some, as deacons or elders, share in church financial 
and organizational problems. 
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Practically speaking, the average Christian does not 
function as a believer-priest in worship, nor is he active 
in the world in evangelism as a witness. Evangelism has 
become almost the exclusive function of the church and 
its ministry. The pastor preaches the gospel, draws in 
the net, and often is almost the only person able to deal 
with the inquiring seeker. The Christians attend the 
evangelistic services and sometimes bring their uncon- 
verted friends. As a consequence, evangelism has be- 
come the specialized activity of the professional evan- 
gelist or the church. 


THE MINISTER’S JOB? 


Some go even further and teach that the minister has 
a unique and exclusive function because of his training 
and his ordination. He has been gifted and set apart as 
a clergyman. God’s gifts to His Church of apostles, 
prophets, evangelists, teachers are not regarded as 
having been provided to equip the average Christian 
for his ministry of building up the Body of Christ (Eph. 
4:11, 12). It is thought that the layman is untrained 
and unauthorized. He would only muddle the uncon- 
verted if he attempted to help them. Rather, the lay- 
man should bring the unconverted to Church where 
they will hear the authoritative Word by the ordained 
clergyman and then be converted. If they have ques- 
tions or spiritual problems, the minister is trained and 
is available to be of help. 

The ministry of evangelism in the early Church 
seems to have had a threefold fulfillment :— 

There were those such as Paul and Barnabas, who 
were sovereignly gifted by the Holy Spirit as evange- 
lists. Their gifts were recognized by the Church at Anti- 
och, and they were ordained or set apart by the Church 
for world evangelism. They went out from this church 
into the world to preach the gospel. They went out, not 
as independents, nor yet as members of some evange- 
listic association, but from their local church, and they 
returned to report to this church of God’s blessing 
(Acts 13:1-3, 14:26-28). The object of their evange- 
lism was to establish local churches; it did not end with 
a profession of faith in Christ. 

In addition to the ministry of those specially gifted 
and ordained as evangelists, evangelism was evidently 
the function of every believer. In Acts 8:1-4, following 
the martyrdom of Stephen and an increase of persecu- 
tion, the apostles remained in Jerusalem, but the 
Church was dispersed and scattered. Everywhere they 
went they evangelized; they preached the Word. In the 
case of Philip, another man with the special gift of an 
evangelist, great numbers were converted through his 
ministry, but this was in addition to the evangelism of 
the many ordinary Christians who had scattered from 
Jerusalem. The commissions to preach the gospel, as 


12 If Christ is in you, you and Christ are one. 


recorded in Matthew, Mark, and Luke, were addressed 
primarily to individuals and related to an individual 
ministry rather than to a church function. 

Again the commission of Acts 1:8, “Ye shall be wit- 
nesses unto me,” is an individual responsibility and 
privilege. Both in the synoptic Gospels and in the Acts, 
as well as in John 17:18; 20:21, the Great Commission 
applies not only to those personally addressed at the 
time but “to them also which shall believe on me 
through their word” (John 17:20). 

A study of early Church history indicates the chief 
functions of the early Church were the apostle’s doc- 
trine, which is related to teaching; fellowship, the ex- 
perience of intimate spiritual relationship as members 
of the household of God; the breaking of bread, which 
is the supreme act of corporate worship; and prayers, 
both worship and intercession (Acts 2:42). 

The early churches were disciplined bodies of Chris- 
tians. Sin within the church was exposed and judged, 
and the erring members were disciplined. Today, sin 
within the church is largely ignored, covered up, or 
even condoned. 


UNBELIEVERS IN THE CHURCH 


So long as the unconverted did not become an active 
part of the fellowship of believers, the church locally 
fulfilled its function in the world. Unbelievers wit- 
nessed the spiritual reality and power of these young 
churches. The discipline, the love one to another, the 
devotion to Christ, the worship of Almighty God ‘made 
such an impact that a pagan world became convinced 
of the supernaturalness of the church and many turned 
to Christ. In this way the local church has been and still 
may be an instrument of indirect but most effective 
evangelism. 

The world has no part nor place in the Church. It 
was the individual Christian, not the Church, who was 
expected to live on the basis of a dual citizenship— 
earthly and heavenly. The individual Christian was re- 
sponsible to render that which was due both to Caesar 
and to God. The Church, however, has been always 
represented as a heavenly body with its orientation 
Godward. The Church, sometimes referred to as the 
Bride of Christ, sometimes as the Body of Christ of 
which Christ is the head, is made up of the totality of 
men and women past, present, and future who are 
united to Christ by regeneration. 

However, the Church does have an earthly mani- 
festation in a particular locality. The New Testament 
refers to “the Church at Corinth,” etc. This local, 
earthly manifestation of the Church is never in the 
biblical sense a building of stone or brick. It is always a 
company of people—living stones. However, this local 
company of people is only the local Church when these 
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people are assembled together in the name of Christ 
under New Testament discipline and order to fulfill the 
God-given functions of the Church. Any man whom 
Christ has received is a member of the Body of Christ 
and should be so recognized by the local Church and 
received into its fellowship, provided he is not ex- 
cluded on the biblical grounds of unrepented sin or in- 
sistent heresy. 

Neither the world nor the unbeliever are invited into 
the Church. The much misunderstood parable of the 
wheat and the tares in Matthew 13 does not deal with 
the problem of unbelievers being tolerated in the 
Church, which would justify ecclesiastical laxity. 
Rather, this parable deals with the Christian and non- 
Christian in the world, for the Lord has distinctly said 
in Matthew 13:38, “the field is the world.” Christ 
said, “Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel.” 
He did not say invite the world into the Church to hear 
the gospel. 

If a local Church should invite unbelievers into its 
fellowship, such a Church to that degree forfeits its in- 
tended character and becomes worldly. In addition, 
such a Church because of its adulterated membership 
loses its spiritual power. 

Two problems, however, must be made clear. 

1) How can a local Church determine whether a 
person is truly regenerate and is a child of God? Ini- 
tially a person must be received upon his confession 
that Jesus Christ is his Lord and Savior, unless there 
are those who witnessed that such a person on the basis 
of his daily life willfully denies the lordship of Christ. A 
person’s confession of Christ as Lord and Savior must 
be tested by his manner of life. “By their fruits ye shall 
know them.” 


CHURCH DISCIPLINE 


Hence there is the necessity of the elders of a local 
Church exercising discipline. If elders fail in this re- 
spect, they fail their Lord and dishonor the testimony 
to His name. A person should be received into the fel- 
lowship of Christians upon his confession of Jesus as 
Lord. He demonstrates the reality or the validity of 
such a confession by His life. If his confession is proved 
invalid by his life, he should be disciplined in love and 
if necessary expelled from the local fellowship of Chris- 
tians. 

2) The second problem is the right understanding of 
the term “the world.” This is used in an anthropologi- 
cal sense rather than with a geographical meaning. The 
world to which we are to go with the gospel is essen- 
tially the world of men and women rather than Asia, 
Africa, America. 

A further difficulty exists inasmuch as the world of 
unbelievers is already part and parcel of many local 
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churches. People have been admitted into the fellow- 
ship of the saints who are unregenerate. Far worse, © 
they have been tolerated within the local church even 
though they fail utterly to demonstrate by their lives 
that they are the Lord’s. The situation is even more 
abominable in that such unregenerate men sometimes 
function on boards of elders or deacons. In no respect 
do they attempt to conform to the biblical standards for 
deacons or elders. They are morally incapable there- 
fore of exercising church discipline. 

Even those elders who may be children of God 
sometimes supinely fail to insist upon church discipline 
because they desire to avoid difficulty or they falsely 
hide behind a dictum against personal judgment while 
ignoring the command to elders to exert righteous judg- - 
ment in discipline as those responsible in a local church 
for the glory of the name of the Lord Jesus and the 
spiritual well-being of the Christians in the local fel- 
lowship. Where such lamentable conditions exist, where 
unbelievers are within the local church, to that extent 
evangelism within the local church is a necessity. The 
mass of baptized unbelief which as part of the local 
church masquerades under the name of Christian needs 
to be evangelized and to be converted. 

It has been well said that the shortcoming of most 
Christians is that they yield to the herd instinct and 
spend all their time in the company of other Christians. 
From John 17, it is clearly seen that Christ prays for 
His own. He does not pray for the world. He does not 
pray that Christians will be taken out of the world or 
separated from the world of men. He prays that they 
may be kept from the evil of the world and that they be 
not characterized by the world. 

The true nature of separation is that the Christian 
lives his life in the world, that he witnesses to Christ in 
the world, and that the world is the Christian sphere of 
evangelism. Into this world Christ sends the believer, 
but He is sending him into the world as His separated 
follower, separated from the essential characteristics 
of the world and its evil. 

The Church is the Bride of Christ, His cherished pur- 
chased possession, and the Church is to be occupied 
with her Lord—worshipping Him, loving Him, learning 
of Him, becoming like Him. It is here that the Chris- 
tian functions—He lives and moves and has his being 
Godward. The Church does not belong to the world 
nor is the evangelization of this world the main function 
of the Church as such. Evangelism is, however, the 
primary responsibility of the individual Christian in his 
relationship toward his fellow man. In contrast to the 
Church as a heavenly Body, the individual lives his life 
in the world whence he has been sent, as the Christian 
is to go into the world with the gospel. The world is the 

(Continued on page 45) 
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SUNDAY 


“Two thirds of our enrollment should be adults.” 


Are EVANGELICAL churches in- 
terested in Christian education at the adult level? What 
are they doing, in their Sunday schools, to serve the 
needs of today’s men and women? Is a trend emerg- 
ing from the current interest in elective courses for 
adults? 

These are a few of the questions that are being asked 
as the church feels the impact of the developing interest 
in adult education that for several decades has been a 
phenomenon of contemporary American life. College 
extension courses, night schools, and correspondence 
institutes are thronged with men and women who are 
disproving the menagerie psychology that for years had 
been applied to human beings: “You can’t teach an old 
dog new tricks.” Men and women of mature years not 
only can learn “new tricks,” but are doing so in ever- 
increasing numbers. 

With few exceptions, evangelical churches have 
lagged behind the secular world in catching a vision of 
the possibilities of work with adults. 

During the past quarter-century we have seen a tre- 
mendous improvement in Sunday school curriculum 
materials and in the techniques of using them, and an 
increasing emphasis upon the importance of psycho- 
logically sound pedagogy. 

Unfortunately—from the viewpoint of adults— 
almost all of this recent improvement has centered on 


The author is editor of adult publications, 
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the younger departments of the Sunday school. This 
emphasis is what we may normally expect, in view of 
the erroneous but popular notion that the Sunday 
school exists solely because of its ministry to children. 

Even where adult departments were large and 
flourishing, they were almost entirely without over-all 
organization or a co-ordinated program. Adult classes 
have usually been extremely jealous of their individual 
autonomy, and have resisted strong departmental or 
centralized organization. This explains why it is not un- 
common to find five different courses of study—all ut- 
terly unrelated to one another—in an adult department 
made up of only five or six classes. It explains, also, 
why it is relatively unusual for teachers of adults to at- 
tend workers’ conferences (“teachers’ meetings”) or, 
unless they are pastors, to go to Sunday school confer- 
ences and conventions or to read up on pedagogy or on 
the psychology of the adults they teach. 


WHY NEW INTEREST? 


Leaders in theologically liberal circles have for a 
number of years been giving special study to the adult 
field. In evangelical circles, adult goals in Christian 
education are only now beginning to receive—from in- 
dividual churches and from denominational and in- 
dependent publishing house editors—the attention they 
deserve. 

This awakening of interest in adults is predicated 
upon three principal considerations: 

1) The average age of our population is rapidly 
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By Henry Jacobsen 


growing older. In the United States today, two thirds of 
the population is 18 years of age or over. If we assume 
that our Sunday schools ought to minister to the entire 
family, this statistic has interesting implications. It 
means that if we are reaching a proportionate share of 
the adults in our community, two thirds of our enroll- 
ment should consist of adults. In other words, the 
Young People’s and Adult Departments of our Sunday 
school, plus the Home Department and the teaching 
staff, should be made up of twice as many people as 
are enrolled in all other departments combined, from 
Cradle Roll through High School. 

2) Adults have deep spiritual needs to which the 
Sunday school can minister. In the past, our occupation 
with the pressing needs of children has kept us from in- 
telligent analysis of our potential ministry to their fa- 
thers and mothers. 

The specific needs of adults vary widely from person 
to person, but certain basic needs stand out promi- 
nently. There is first, of course, the need for a personal 
experience of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. 
Once this need has been met, its place is taken by a 
life-long need for growth in grace and victory over 
temptation. Spiritual maturity is a process, not a con- 
dition—one never reaches the state where further spir- 
itual development is impossible. 

Adults also need “peace of mind”—ability to face 
life unafraid and unbewildered, serene in the assurance 
that the power of God may be brought to bear upon the 
problems of the home, the office, the community, the 
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nation. They also need security—assurance that they - 
enjoy the protecting care of God. Men and women 
likewise need “status’—deep, ‘satisfying conviction 
that even though they play humble roles on life’s stage, 
they are not mere cogs in a machine, but individual 
entities of importance in the cosmic scheme of things. 
They also need affection—conscious enjoyment of 
God’s love and the fellowship of saints. 

In addition to the general, basic needs of all adults, 
men and women have needs that vary with their age 
groups. 

The specific problems peculiar to young adults in- 
clude the twin choices of a vocation and a life partner, 
so important because of their profound effects upon the 
entire subsequent life of the individual. Other needs at 
this age level include ability to make the adjustments - 
involved in the early years of married life and parent- 
hood. A third area of need relates to the problems in- 
cidental to completing one’s education and training, 
getting established in one’s trade, profession, or busi- 
ness, and developing friendships in a congenial group. 

In the middle adult years, the children of the family 
are growing up. Parent-child relationships are in the 
spotlight during this period, and most fathers and 
mothers urgently need a solidly scriptural appreciation 
of their responsibility to bring up their children in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord. Other needs pe- 
culiar to the years of middle adulthood include concern 
for advancement in one’s job and an increasing in- 
volvement in civic and community activities. 


FACING FRUSTRATION 


Considerations of economic security loom large in 
the thinking of men and women as they approach the 
later adult years. They come face to face with the harsh 
fact that in many respects they have failed to achieve 
their potential in life. As a result, they may become 
victims of frustration and disillusionment. They are 
often painfully aware of their decreasing contribution 
to the work of the church and the welfare of society, 
and all too often find themselves “shelved” in favor of 
younger folks. As the years pass, they may realize that 
they have long neglected lasting values; they may feel 
an imperative. need for adequate spiritual resources to 
meet the heartaches of old age. 

In all areas of life, at all periods of adulthood, Chris- 
tian faith has the answers to all problems. The Sunday 
school’s program of adult Christian education can be of 
major spiritual assistance to men and women as they 
move toward the sunset of time and the sunrise of 
eternity. 

3) The Sunday school must enlist the cooperation 
of parents. We cannot, in a single hour out of the 168 
hours in a week, minister adequately to the needs of 


Place your needs against His riches and they will disappear. 15 








the boys and girls in our schools; the competition for 
their attention during the remainder of the week is too 
intense. The. secular influence of the public schools, 
questionable radio and television programs, “comic” 
books, and spiritual indifference in the home are potent 
forces against a child’s spiritual development. 

There is no mention of the Sunday school in the 
Bible. God’s plan for the nurture of children is that 
their spiritual education be provided by the home. He 
places upon parents the responsibility for instructing 
children in His truth. The Sunday school has been 
called into existence only because the home has failed. 
As the religious teaching of children has been shifted 
from home to church, however, the need for intelligent 
cooperation from parents has become painfully obvious. 
Today, at last, attention is being given to the forging of 
effective links between church and home in order to 
secure parental co-operation. It is at this point that 
adult Christian education enters the picture. Before 
many parents can cooperate intelligently with their 
children’s Sunday school teachers, they themselves 
must have religious instruction. 

These three considerations—the increasing number 
of adults, their deep spiritual needs, and the necessity 
for securing their intelligent assistance in the Christian 
training of their children—will govern the direction of 
your program of planned adult education. 


PLANNING THE ADULT PROGRAM 


1) Size of class. The early years of this century saw 
a tremendous interest in adult Bible classes. Those were 
the days when the Baracha-Philathea movement was in 
its hey-day and thousands of active adult groups met 
each Sunday morning over the entire eastern part of 
the nation. There was a strong emphasis, in those days, 
upon large classes, and membership in many groups 
numbered in the hundreds, or even thousands. 

The trend today is definitely away from the large 
classes of the past, with the lecture type of teaching 
that held members in the spell of competent orators. 
Oratory, with its emphasis upon form rather than con- 
tent, is not so popular today, and modern preference is 
for small groups of from 15 to 25 members. Such 
classes make active participation possible for the en- 
tire class, and discussion and question-and-answer tech- 
niques come into their own in groups of this size. 

This is not to imply that lecturing is without value as 
a teaching method. Many great teachers have been 
lecturers, and all great preachers are lecturers. They 
never resort to devices to secure outward audience 
participation. Jesus frequently lectured; so did Paul and 
Peter. Wesley, Luther, Calvin, Spurgeon, Beecher, 
Graham—all these and a large host of others—must be 
classified as “lecturers.” 
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As a matter of fact, a good lecture is far better than 
a poor discussion. Better a large group listening to a 
competent lecturer than several small groups suffering 
under poor teachers who ask vapid questions or try fu- 
tilely to keep a discussion in line. The most potent ar- 
guments against lecturing an adult class are: (a) an un- 
interesting lecturer with no ability to keep his hearers’ 
attention is less effective, and more painful, than a 
teacher who uses any other method; (b) the lecture 
method is too much like the preaching that adult class 
members will get in the church service the next hour 
after Sunday school; therefore a different technique is 
advisable; (c) capable use of discussion and of the 
Socratic (question-and-answer) method does make for 
better class participation, and hence creates a better 
learning situation, than unrelieved and indiscriminate 
use of the lecture. 


WHAT SIZE CEASS? 


Smaller classes are essential for profitable discussion 
and maximum participation. Smaller groups likewise 
make possible a more personal relationship between 
teacher and students, enabling the teacher to become 
better acquainted with the students’ needs and hence 
to render them a more effective spiritual ministry. Large 
classes have their advantages, too—they engender a 
great deal of enthusiasm and esprit de corps—but for 
an ideal teaching-learning situation, a small group is 
far better. Jesus, the Master Teacher, though He often 
taught multitudes, limited His band of apostles—His 
“Bible class” to twelve men. 

2) Course of study. Three types of curriculums have 
engaged the attention of adult Bible classes: (a) uni- 
form lessons; (b) teacher-planned studies; and, to a 
lesser extent, (c) graded and other adult courses, topi- 
cal or expository in nature. 

(a) Uniform lessons have been used for decades. In 
this type of curriculum, the same Scripture (usually a 
relatively brief passage) is used as the basis for the les- 
sons studied by all departments of the school. This sys- 
tem facilitates correlated worship programs in smaller 
schools, and makes it possible for an entire family to 
study the same Sunday school lesson at home during 
the week. Uniform lessons, however, often neglect 
large areas of the Bible, because the Scripture passages 
used must be suitable for teaching in the youngest de- 
partments. 

(b) In a teacher-planned curriculum, the leader of 
the adult class usually decides (sometimes on the basis 
of a class vote) which book of the Bible the group will 
study next. This gives a class opportunity to select and 
study a book that is of special interest to a majority of 
the group. Such a procedure, however, seldom makes 
for systematic coverage of the entire Bible. The teacher 
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will frequently spend a great deal of time on a favorite 
book or books, and none at all on many others. This 
system also encourages a teacher to ride his “hobby” 
—prophecy, separation, etc. It provides no study helps 
for members of the class and hence discourages lesson 
preparation. 

(c) Graded lessons may provide for a study of the 
whole Bible, giving men and women some familiarity 
with the entire Word of God. 


THE SCHOOL IN SUNDAY SCHOOL 


In recent months there has been increased emphasis 
on “putting the school back into ‘Sunday school.’ ” We 
are coming to realize the importance of what one could 
call the “intellectual content” of the Christian faith. 
Living a successful Christian life is more than an emo- 
tional experience; it is more than merely coming into a 
vital relationship with God through faith in Jesus 
Christ. But also essential to successful Christian living 
is some knowledge of the tenets of Christian faith, and 
obedience to their implications. This knowledge may 
be gained formally (as by the study of systematic theol- 
ogy, for instance) or informally (as by the faithful 
study of the Bible over a prolonged period of time). 
Obviously, its acquisition is hastened when one enrolls 
in a course of study designed to impart a segment of 
this body of truth in an organized, readily-understood 
fashion. 

In line with this reasoning, a number of evangelical 
churches have been offering their adult students elec- 
tive courses in doctrine, apologetics, and related sub- 
jects. Also popular are classes in church history, history 
of missions, contemporary missions, Christian ethics, 
Bible survey, pedagogy, psychology of Christian teach- 
ing, the Christian home, etc. Such classes involve the 
grouping of adults by interests, rather than by age. 

Usually an elective course runs for a calendar quar- 
ter, and at the end of the quarter students either return 
to the basic adult group or enroll in another elective 
course. 

Whether or not the current interest in elective 
courses will develop into a significant trend remains to 
be seen. A great many men and women go to Sunday 
school not primarily to study doctrine—laudable as 
that objective most assuredly is—but to have their 
hearts warmed as the simple truths of God’s Word are 
brought to bear upon specific problems of daily life. 

Studies in doctrine could of course be classified as a 
form of Bible study, but elective courses are frequently 
extra-Biblical in content. Though there is nothing in- 
herently wrong about conducting such classes, one may 
reasonably defend the thesis that priority at all times be 
given, in Sunday school curriculum planning, to the 
Word of God. It is important that an adult department 
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at all times provide classes in Bible study that will give ' 
men and women an over-all knowledge of the Book. .A. 
number of adult departments have worked out such 
curriculums of their own. They commonly run from 
seven to ten years. Published courses of study are also 
available. 

3) Social program. In the present concern with the 
intellectual element of work with adults, there is danger 
that we may overlook the importance of the social fac- 
tor in church work with men and women. Though social 
activities are sometimes carried on by other organiza- 
tions in the church, in a vast majority of cases adult 
Bible classes are ideal agencies for this purpose. 


WHY SOCIALS? 


The social program of an adult Bible class performs 
varied functions, all of them vital: 

(a) It provides social activity for members of the 
class. In some communities there are many Christians 
whose social needs are more than adequately met 
apart from the church, but on the whole—especially in 
rural communities—the social life of most evangelical 
Christians is centered on their fellow church members. 
And in every church group there are men and women 
who for one reason or another have no Christian social 
life whatever apart from what they enjoy in some 
church group. 

(b) It helps Christians who move into a community 
to get acquainted more quickly in church circles. Un- 
less there is some organized program of social activity 
in the course of which groups of church members come 
together, it is difficult for newcomers to meet many 
other Christians on a social basis except over a too- 
long period of months or years. 

(c) It has a tremendous evangelistic potential. 
Classes that provide an attractive, carefully-planned 
social program are reaching more unchurched men and 
women. Though the latter will not attend church serv- 
ices, and cannot even be induced to sit in on a Bible 
study session, they will come to a social affair. If they 
enjoy themselves and are made to feel genuinely wel- 
come, they may try the Sunday morning session of the 
class. And if the study of the Bible awakens in them a 
sense of need for the gospel message, such men and 
women will, through the class ministry, find their way 
to Christ and to membership in the church. 

All members of the American family, including the 
adults, need the ministry of the Sunday school; the 
Sunday school needs the cooperation of parents in its 
ministry to boys and girls. We may confidently expect 
that the growing awareness of these closely related 
facts will result in intensified effort, on the part of 
evangelical churches, to launch an intelligent and ade- 
quate program of adult Christian education. 


There is no time lost in waiting if you are waiting on the Lord. 17 





















































































Kenneth L. Pike writes: 


One day | said that every part of the Bible 
we a@ message for us — all of it was profit- 
able. 


A friend asked, “What do you get cut of 
the genealogies?” 


“A great thrill,” | replied. . . 
And this is it. 


W HEN WE TALK about the Bible, 
the people we mention most are those like Moses, Abra- 
ham, Daniel, and Paul. Few of us are great enough 
to fit into the category with them, and sometimes we 
are prone to ask ourselves, “What about me? Do I 
count? Do I really matter to God?” 

Yes. The genealogies give evidence that we do. The 
first nine chapters of I Chronicles.contain lists of people 
who were not great but who counted. For the most part 
only names and relationships are given: “And the sons 
of Helah were Zereth, Izhar, and Ethnan” (I Chron. 4: 
7 ARV). But in the midst of the genealogy an occa- 
sional incident is recorded, “And Jabez called on the 
God of Israel, saying, Oh that thou wouldest bless me 
indeed . . . and that thou wouldest keep me from evil 
. .. and God granted him that which he requested” (I 
Chron. 4:10 ARV). God did so, even though Jabez 
was like us—just an ordinary person. 

I Chronicles 11:20-22 (ARV) has another list of 
names and accounts of people: “And Abishai . . . lifted 
up his spear against three hundred and slew them... . 
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the son of a valiant man 
of Kabzeel, who had done mighty deeds, he slew the 
two sons of Ariel of Moah.” These men had courage 
and God helped them, and their names went down in 
the record forever. 

Then there was the woman who poured the precious 
ointment on Jesus’ head (Matt. 26:7-13 ARV). And 
some of the disciples objected asking, “To what pur- 
pose is this waste?” And Jesus said, “She hath wrought 
a good work upon me. . . Wheresoever this gospel 
shall be preached in the whole world, that also which 
this woman hath done shall be spoken of for a memo- 
rial of her.” And her sacrifice has not been forgotten. 
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the individest- 


Sacrifices which we make as we try to serve the Lord 
are not wasted. They are recorded—like this: “Jasho- 
beam the son of a Hachmonite, the chief of the thirty; 
he lifted up his spear against three hundred and slew 
them one at a time.” (I Chron. 11:11 ARV) 

Little-known folk are known in heaven; they are 
not lost. They are remembered there; they are not 
thrown into a sea of people whose faces merge into a 
mass. In heaven it doesn’t say, “In the year 1958 a 
large number of people were serving the Lord as mem- 
bers of a certain denomination.” Not at all! We are 
known by name. God looks at us and He says, “There’s 
John, and George, and Ted, and Susie.” 

Where does the Bible tell us that God does that? Let 
me read it to you: “Adam, Seth, Enosh, Kenan, Ma- 
halalel, Jared, Enoch, Methuselah, Lamech, Noah, 
Shem, Ham, and Japheth” (I Chron. 1:1, 2). 

Other religions are not like that. In Buddhism a per- 
son is like a drop of water taken temporarily out of the 
ocean. In trouble on earth he longs for the day when 
that drop will fall back into the ocean. There it will 
dissipate, its molecules will disappear, and the person- 
ality represented by that drop will be gone. 

That’s not so with Christianity. Heaven isn’t like 
that. In heaven we are still people. How do I know? 
I know from the Word of God. “Shammoth the Har- 
orite, Helez the Pelonite, Ira the son of Ikkesh the 
Tekoite, Abiezer the Anathothite, Sibbecai .. .” (I 
Chron. 11:27, 28 ARV) 

Whoever heard of Sibbecai? God has heard of him, 
and He has written his name in a Book of remem- 
brance. In that Book you can find a list of those who 
gave to the tabernacle, and what they gave (Numbers 
7). You can find a list of those who went back to the 
promised land (Ezra 2). You can find a list of those 
who took up their places to repair the wall of Jerusalem 
(Nehemiah 3). You don’t remember their names. Of 
course you don’t—you are just a man. But God re- 
members. 

He has promised to remember. In Isaiah 49:14-16 


September 1958 


(ARV) Zion said, “The Lord hath forgotten me.” But 
the answer comes back, “Can a woman forget her 
sucking child? . . . Yea, these may forget, yet will not 
I forget thee. Behold, I have graven thee upon the 
palms of my hands.” Your name is there, right where 
He can look at it. He won’t forget. 

I can forget. I even mix up the names of my own 
children. It makes them so annoyed when I call Bar- 
bara “Judith,” and Judith “Barbara.” 

When my mother was trying to get the attention of 
one of her children, I’ve heard her say, “Otto, Galen, 
Reginald, Ezra—Kenneth, stop that!” My mother oc- 
casionally mixed up the eight of us, but God doesn’t 
even mix up two billion of us. 

“What doest thou here, Elijah?” He gently asked 
that frightened man (I Kings 19:9 ARV). And to you 
He says, “What are you doing here, Joe? And you, 
Bill? And you, Ruth?” And He gets your name right 
every time! 

God isn’t going to forget. Hebrews 6:10 (Mont- 
gomery) tells us that He won’t. “For God is not unjust; 
he will not forget your work and the love you showed 
for his cause, in sending help to your fellow Christians, 
as you are still doing.” 

He will not forget those who are to enter the New 
Jerusalem. “There will not enter it anything profane, 
nor any who work abominations and a lie; but only 
those who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life” (Rev. 
21:27, Montgomery). Did you notice? Only those 
shall enter whose names have been recorded. Yours 
and mine are there. We’re listed, individually. 

God has let us see some of His lists: “And Abraham 
begat Isaac. The sons of Isaac; Esau, and Israel. The 
sons of Esau; Eliphaz, Reuel, and Jeush, and Jalam, 
and Korah. The sons of Eliphaz: Teman, and Omar, 
Zephi, and Gatam, Kenaz, and Timna, and Amalek” 
(I Chron. 1:34-36 ARV). Time fails me to read more 
of these, but join with me in praising God for His in- 
terest in us, and that we live as individuals before 
Him. 


Faith is the only means whereby we can obtain blessing. 19 
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Peyton PLACE is a book about 
life in a small town of that name. It is written from a 
sensualistic, Freudian point of view. Sigmund Freud, 
the father of modern psychoanalysis, has made many 
constructive contributions to the understanding of life, 
but he tells us that all of life must be understood in 
terms of “libido”—‘“body desiring.” Man is “homo- 
sexualis.” The author of Peyton Place simply takes 
Freud at his word and goes on to describe the life of 
her community from that point of view. This kind of 
thing makes a god of sex and invites everyone to 
come and worship. 

It would be possible to describe the life in any 
community from that perspective. Everything that 
happened in Peyton Place has happened in every 
place that I know anything about. Even the very 
ugliest event involving a debauched father and a vic- 
timized daughter has been repeated in every com- 
munity where I have been minister. I could tell you 
stories that would make Peyton Place seem like an 
innocent document from the Sunday school library. 
We have to live in a sensate culture. And so did Paul. 
Corinth was the Peyton Place of Paul’s time. 

Listen to what he wrote to the Church in that 
place. I read from Phillip’s Letters to Young Churches: 

“Have you realized the almost incredible fact that 
your bodies are integral parts of Christ Himself? Am 
I then to take parts of Christ and join them to a 
prostitute? Never! Don’t you realize that when a man 
joins himself to a prostitute he makes with her a 
physical unity? For, God says, ‘the two shall be one 


The author pastors the Wayne Presbyterian Church, Wayne, Pa. 


by John T. Galloway 


This frank commentary on the sex-stimulated 
culture of today’s America demands a divine 
reply; and the Spirit of God through Paul the 
Apostle has already provided the answer for us. 


flesh.’ On the other hand the man who joins himself 
to God is one with Him in spirit. 

“Avoid sexual looseness like the plague! Every 
other sin that a man commits is done outside his own 
bedy, but this is an offense against his own body. 
Have you forgotten that your body is the temple of 
the Holy Spirit, who lives in you, and that you are 
not the owner of your own body? You have been 
bought, and at what a price! Therefore bring glory 
to God both in your body and your spirit, for they 
both belong to Him. .. .” 

“Because casual liaisons are so prevalent, let every 
man have his own wife and every woman her own 
husband. The husband should give his wife what is 
due to her as his wife, and the wife should be as 
fair to her husband. The wife has no longer full rights 
over her own person, but shares them with her hus- 
band. In the same way the husband shares his personal 
rights with his wife. Do not cheat each other of normal 
sexual intercourse, unless of course you both decide to 
abstain temporarily to make special opportunity for 
fasting and prayer. But afterwards you should resume 
relations as before, or you will expose yourselves to 
the obvious temptation of the devil. 

“To those who are already married my command, 
or rather, the Lord’s command, is that the wife should 
not leave her husband. But if she is separated from 
him she should either remain unattached or else be 
reconciled to her husband. A husband is not, in 
similar circumstances, to divorce his wife. . . . 

“No temptation has come your way that is too hard 
for flesh and blood to bear. But God can be trusted 
not to allow you to suffer any temptation beyond 
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your powers of endurance. He will see to it that every 
temptation has a way out, so that it will never be 
impossible for you to bear it.” 

The Bible suffers no embarrassment in dealing with 
the facts of life. It calls a spade a spade. Sometimes 
translators have been embarrassed and they have 
changed the original descriptive words to more re- 
spectable church language. 


GOD-GIVEN BOUNDARIES 


The clear teaching of the Word of God is that 
sex per se is good. It is God-given. It is important. 
But God the Creator of life has circumscribed the good 
of sex with specific definition. Before many of the 
gates of possibility He has clearly written, “Thou shalt 
not.” The Word of God teaches that sexual intercourse 
is for married people only. In any other situation it 
is fornication. In marriage it is limited to the marriage 
partners. All else is adultery. This Word of God should 
be clearly understood by all children, young people 
and adults in a Christian society. 

Sex is a normal, universal appetite. Because it is 
good, we want to keep it that way. The major problem 
that we confront as Christians is the multiplicity and 
extent of sex suggestion coming at us from every side. 

Dr. Pitirim Sorokin, the great Harvard sociologist, 
has written a book entitled The American Sex Rev- 
olution. It should be read and reread by every 
thoughtful American. 

He says, “During the last few centuries and par- 
ticularly the last few decades, every phase of our 
culture has been invaded by sex. Our civilization has 
become so preoccupied with sex that it now oozes 
from all pores of American life.” 

In a lengthy chapter he proves his point giving 
illustrations from all areas: modern literature, modern 
art, modern music, the stage, the movies, even modern 
science, religion and law. Listen to part of one para- 
graph: 

“Still worse is the situation in television. So far, 
almost the only important achievement of this new 
instrument of communication has consisted in bring- 
ing into our homes the errotically charged, alcoholic 
atmosphere of night clubs, and the endless murder- 
and-sex plays. If the majority of our movies concerned 
the upper regions of the moral and social sewers, the 
bulk of television programs and commercials sink us 
into the filth. No wonder that many of us, after being 
immersed in this muck, come out of it feeling physi- 
cally, morally and mentally dirty. Some of us can and 
do cleanse ourselves promptly. Other less fortunate 
television viewers often lose even the very desire to 
re-establish their sanity and remain contaminated by 
the poisons.” 
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That is not the puritanical effusion of ‘a long-faced’ 
minister. It is the sharp observation of a great social. 
scientist who tells us that such a trend in the past has 
always been associated with a decadent or decaying 
culture, while “civilized societies which have most 
strictly limited sexual freedom have developed the 
highest cultures.” He says that “unless we develop an 
inner immunity against the libidinal forces, we are 
bound to be conquered by the continuous pressure of 
a gigantic army of omnipresent sex stimuli.” 

And he adds: “No wonder then that millions of 
our men and women cannot resist the demands of 
their over-stimulated drives. . . . Nor is it surprising 
that our youths indulge in premarital relations as their 
parents so often do in extra-marital affairs. Born into 
this erotogenic environment and often reared without 
the discipline of the counteracting moral imperatives, 
‘Thou shalt’ and ‘Thou shalt not,’ an increasing 
number of youths follow the line of least resistance 
and satisfy their disinhibited urges whenever the oppor- 
tunity presents itself.” 

“Under these circumstances not unexpected are 
even the bestial and criminal acts committed for the 
satisfaction of lust.” 


KINSEY’S INFLUENCE 


This modern obsession for sex is supported by two 
insidious suggestions. Dr. Alfred Kinsey and his 
cohorts point out that there is great liberty of sex 
practice in America, and that so far as they are con- 
cerned, it is not morally wrong, for they say it does 
no one any harm physically. Another group of pseudo 
psychologists go one step further, and suggest that 
restraint of the sex urge may lead to psycho-neurosis 
or serious complex. 

According to historic Christianity, these fashionable 
modern myths are the big lie. They are the danger- 
ously false suggestions of modern demonic powers. 

Sorokin demolishes these myths with devastating 
facts. He shows how sex is good in its proper limits 
as Scripture plainly teaches, but he shows how over- 
indulgence induced by the pressures of constant sug- 
gestion leads to all sorts of trouble. In the first place, 
he demolishes the arguments of those who say there 
is no physical harm in it. He shows conclusively how 
illicit relations and over-indulgence lead to ill health 
and shortened life span. He goes on to show how 
they lead to mental illness. He says, “If the Freudian 
approach is correct, then an increase in sex freedom 
among the members of a society should be followed 
by a decrease of functional mental disorders.” But 
what has happened? While the population has doubled 
since 1880, twelve times as many people are now 

(Continued on page 46) 


God may not plan for us an easy journey, but He plans a safe one. 21 


























Ambassadors for Christ in 


Cities of Everywhere 


By WILLIAM G. RUSCH 


H OWARD THURMAN in his book, 
The Growing Edge, quotes the allegory written by Hugh 
Price Hughes, celebrated Congregational minister of 
England. It was entitled “The City of Everywhere.” 
Hughes wrote: 


It is the tale of a man who might have been I, 
for I dreamed one time of journeying to that me- 
tropolis. I arrived early one morning. It was cold, 
there were flurries of snow on the ground and as I 
stepped from the train to the platform I noticed that 
the baggageman and the red cap were warmly at- 
tired in heavy coats and gloves, but oddly enough, 
they wore no shoes. My initial impulse was to ask 
the reason for this odd practice, but repressing it 
I passed into the station and inquired the way to 
the hotel. My curiosity, however, was immediately 
enhanced by the discovery that no one in the station 
wore any shoes. Boarding the streetcar, I saw that 
my fellow travelers were likewise barefoot, and 
upon arriving at the hotel I found the bellhop, the 
clerk and the habitues of the place were all devoid 
of shoes. 


The author, pastor of the Second Presbyterian Church of Wash- 
ington, Pa., gave this message at the general assembly of the 
newly-formed United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., which 
met recently in Pittsburgh. 


Unable to restrain myself longer, I asked the in- 
gratiating manager what the practice meant. 

“What practice?” said he. 

“Why,” said I, pointing to his bare feet, “why 
don’t you wear any shoes in this town?” 

“Ah,” said he, “that is just it. Why don’t we?” 

“But what is the matter, Don’t you believe in 
shoes?” 

“Believe in shoes, my friend! I should say we do. 
That is the first article of our creed, shoes. They are 
indispensable to the well-being of humanity. Such 
chilblains, cuts, sores, suffering as shoes prevent! It 
is wonderful!” 

“Well, then, why don’t you wear them?” said I, 
bewildered. 

“Ah, said he thoughtfully, “that is just it. Why 
don’t we?” 

Though considerably nonplused I checked in, se- 
cured my room and went directly to the coffee shop 
and deliberately sat down by an amiable looking 
gentleman who likewise conformed to the eonven- 


tions of his fellow citizens. He wore no shoes. 


Friendly enough, he suggested after we had eaten, 
that we look about the city. The first thing we 
noticed upon emerging from the hotel was a huge 
brick structure of impressive proportions. To this 
he pointed with pride. 

“You see that?” said he. “That is one of our out- 
standing shoe manufacturing establishments!” 








“A what?” I asked in amazement. “You mean you 
make shoes there?” 

“Well, not exactly,” said he, a bit abashed, “we 
talk about making shoes there, and believe me, we 
have got one of the most brilliant young fellows you 
have ever heard. He talks most thrillingly and con- 
vincingly every week on this great subject of shoes. 
He has a most persuasive and appealing way. Just 
yesterday he moved the people profoundly with this 
exposition of the necessity of shoe-wearing. Many 
broke down and wept. It was really wonderful!” 

“But why don’t they wear them?” said I in- 
sistently. 

“Ah,” said he, putting his hand upon my arm and 
looking wistfully into my eyes, “that is just it. Why 
don’t we?” 

Just then, as we turned down a side street, I saw 
through a cellar window a cobbler actually making 
a pair of shoes. Excusing myself from my friend I 
burst into the little shop and asked the shoemaker 
how it happened that his shop was not overrun with 
customers. Said he, “Nobody wants my shoes. They 
just talk about them.” 

“Give me what pairs you have ready,” said I 
eagerly, and paid him thrice the amount he modestly 
asked. Hurriedly, I returned to my friend and prof- 
fered them to him, saying, “Here my friend, some 
one of these pairs will surely fit you. Take them, put 
them on. They will save you untold suffering.” 

But he looked embarrassed; in fact, he was well- 
nigh overcome with chagrin. 

“Ah, thank you,” said he, politely, “but you don’t 
understand. It just isn’t being done. The front 
families, well, I...” 

“Ah,” said he, smiling with his accustomed in- 
gratiating touch of practical wisdom, “that is just 
it. Why don’t we?” 

And coming out of “The City of Everywhere” 
into the “Here,” over and over and over that query 
rang in my ears: “Why don’t we? Why don’t we? 
Why don’t we,”..... 

“Why call ye me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not the 
things I command you?” 


Almost all of us come from “The City of Every- 
where.” In our Cities of Everywhere we too build 
great churches in which we talk about that which is 
our faith. Our American Christianity has rightly been 
accused of having an “edifice complex.” We spent 868 








































million dollars in the construction of new churches last : 
year alone. 

Yet in viewing our magnificent buildings one often 
feels like the little old lady who was being shown 
about Westminster Abbey, with the guide indicating 
this thing and that of historical interest, until finally 
realizing that this great place was a church, she poked 
the guide with her umbrella and said, “That is all 
very well, young man, but- tell me, have any souls 
been saved around this place recently?” 

.In our Cities of Everywhere we also have a great 
concern for statistics, especially attendance statistics, 
until someone has suggested that we may expect to 
see a sign outside some of our churches advertising, 
that, in addition to air conditioning, we also give 
green stamps for attendance, with angel’s wings on 
them, and the premiums are peace of mind, a bulwark 
against Communism, and more votes than the Roman 
Catholics. 

Yet Paul in II Corinthians 5 speaks of our task as 
being something more fundamental than this. “. . . God 
was in Christ reconciling the world to himself, not 
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting 
to us the message of reconciliation.” 

Our predicament resembles the man in the cartoon 
published in the Saturday Review, during the week 
of the annual Marathon Race in Boston. It is based 
on the race first run in Greece in 490 B.C. when the 
Greek army under Miltiades defeated the larger 
Persian army at Marathon, about 25 miles from 
Athens. The question of the existence of the state of 
Athens was involved and so the Athenians anxiously 
awaited news. A runner Pheidipides ran all the way 
to Athens carrying the news. He gasped out the one 
word, “Victory” and then dropped dead. 

The cartoon in the Saturday Review showed a 
runner with a torch coming swiftly to a group of 
anxious Athenians and the caption read, “I forgot the 
message!” 

God has entrusted to us the message of recon- 
ciliation in a difficult age of crisis, and the world is 
anxiously awaiting the Word of God. Yet too fre- 














quently we have forgotten the message or tried to 
substitute some other message for it. 

Paul gives us our message in the same chapter. 

“Therefore if any one is in Christ he is a new 
creation; the old has passed away, behold the new 
has come. All this is from God who through Christ 
reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation.” 


NO SUBSTITUTE FOR WITNESSING 


There is a grave danger we may consider the build- 
ing of buildings or statistics, as a substitute for our 
own individual witness to Jesus Christ. 

We too easily forget that for almost 300 years the 
church of Jesus Christ had neither buildings nor funds 
nor complex organizations, and yet it outlived and 
outdied a pagan civilization, witnessing to that hostile 
world and bringing that world to the foot of the cross 
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

In our age with its loss of individualism and its 
tendency to overwhelm us into a feeling of insignifi- 
cance there is the temptation to remain silent and 
permit our individual Christian witness to be lost. 

We say, “But what can my individual witness 
mean—my small light in this dark and vast world?” 

During World War II Air Force navigators learned 
that with the millions of stars in the sky, if only three 
navigation stars could be found, they could find their 
way home by celestial navigation. 

Likewise the individual witness of each of us is the 
thing most needed. We speak of what the Church of 
Jesus Christ needs in our generation, but this witness 
is the thing most desperately needed. 

Paul says, “So we are ambassadors for Christ, God 
making his appeal through us.” 

But if God is to appeal to others through us, how 
can they be reached if we refuse to witness? 

To how many people have you spoken concerning 
Jesus Christ, during the past week? Or, how much of 
your conversation has centered about Jesus Christ and 
His saving power? 

A number of years ago a group of us at a pastor’s 
conference were challenged to speak about Christ to 
those whom we met during our stay in that city. We 
felt that there was no opportunity to do this. Yet the 
very next morning in a cafeteria a man saw that we 
were clergymen and spoke to us about his need and 
his problems, and we were able to speak to him about 
Jesus Christ as the answer to his need. When we went 
back to the hotel to check out, the elevator operator, 
who had seen us each day, told us how he had lapsed 
from his original faith in Christ into sin, and how far 
short life had fallen. We spoke about God’s 
forgiving love in Christ to those who repent, and 
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we had prayer together before we left that elevator. 

There is a hunger in the world today to hear about 
Jesus Christ, but the world is not as much interested 
in what others have said about Jesus Christ, either 
400 years ago or recently, as people are interested in 
what you have to say about Him and what He has 
meant to your life. 

Two years ago an elder of our local church was 
elected a Commissioner by our Presbytery to the 168th 
General Assembly meeting in Philadelphia. That elder 
still speaks of that General Assembly meeting as one 
of the greatest experiences of his life. 

But the experience that meant the most to that 
elder was one night when we decided to spend an 
evening in quiet meditation—in Connie Mack Sta- 
dium. 

During the first two innings we listened to some of 
the roughest language either of us had heard since 
leaving military service, issuing forth from three very 
tough looking . individuals seated behind us. They 
called everyone from the president of the league, down 
through the managers, the umpires, the players and 
even the bat boy every name imaginable. They evi- 
dently had bets on not only that game but other 
games being played that night. 

Our first impulse was to move, as good Christians 
usually do when confronted by sinners and harlots, 
but we stayed quietly rooting for Pittsburgh in this 
Philadelphia section. Finally this elder struck up a 
conversation with them. Eventually they asked us who 
we were and what we were doing in Philadelphia. We 
told them about the General Assembly and about our 
Church and they were interested. By the end of the 
third inning there was no more swearing, and at the 
end of the game they offered to give us a ride to our 
hotel which was downtown. 

Very frankly we wondered whether we would be 
left in a back alley on the road to Jericho if we 
accepted, but we decided to trust God and go. 

They took us to our hotel but not before we had 
the chance to speak to them concerning Jesus Christ. 
All three of these men had trouble, but before we 
parted one man who was estranged from his wife and 
children said he would go back and try again and the 
other two each said they would go back to the 
churches which they had stopped attending. Before 
we parted they expressed how much this encounter 
had meant to them and we were grateful to God for 
what it had meant to us. 

This was not our doing, but “God making his appeal 
through us.” God made those men ready that night 
to be spoken to by someone willing to witness to 
Jesus Christ. For God uses men to speak, not in 

(Continued on page 44) 
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This vivid portrait of Jesus 
Christ may reveal Him as 


you have never seen Him before. 


As I READ my Bible, I discover 
more and more that God Almighty never had a thought 
from eternity to eternity that did not center in Jesus 
Christ. To God Almighty, Jesus Christ is EVERYTHING, 
and He loves Him so much that He wants to people 
the universe with those who are formed in His image. 
That is why He saved us, as we learn from Romans 8: 
29: “For those whom he foreknew, he also predestin- 
ated to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order 
that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.” 
This is God’s desire, that you and I should be like the 
Lord Jesus Christ. This is the purpose of salvation. 

In the 17th chapter of John’s Gospel, we find the 
Lord Jesus talking to His Father. Here is God Almighty 
speaking to God; it is a conversation within the Trin- 
ity: “Jesus lifted up his eyes to heaven and said, 
‘Father, the hour has come; glorify thy Son that thy 
Son may glorify thee.’ ” 

Now the Greek word for glory is very interesting. 
It is doxa, and originally it meant opinion. If you had a 


This message was presented at the Inter-Varsity Christian Fel- 
lowship missionary conference at Urbana, Ill., last winter. 
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By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


straight opinion, you were orthodox; if you differed 
from others in your opinion, you were heterodox. And 
if two opinions went alongside each other, they formed 
a paradox. So orthodoxy (straight opinion) became 
“my” opinion, while a different opinion was hetero- 
doxy. But little by little word the word doxa came to 
be used in connection with one’s opinion of God. And 
since the opinion of God was good, doxa finally began 
to mean “glory”; so we have the Doxology, which is 
the science of glory. 

Now in verse 5 Jesus says, “Father, glorify thou me 
in thy own presence with the glory which I had with 
thee before thé world was made.” This was not merely 
opinion, His being like God. Rather, when we grasp 
what Christ was saying here, we can understand Phil- 
ippians 2, that Jesus “being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God; but made 
himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form 
of a servant” (vs. 6, 7). Thus John 17:5 declares that 
Jesus Christ was God before His incarnation. 

I refuse to hold a low view of Jesus. I will not 
acknowledge anyone as a Christian who does not be- 
lieve that Jesus Christ is the Lord God Almighty, 
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Jehovah, the Second Person of the Trinity. It isn’t 
enough for a person to say, “I believe that Jesus is the 
Son of God.” 

A member of the Board of Lectureship of a certain 
cult was asked this question after one of his lectures: 
“Do you believe in the divinity of Christ?” 

He answered, “I would no more think of denying 
the divinity of Jesus Christ than of denying my own 
divinity.” 

When he was asked, “Do you believe that Jesus 
is the Son of God?” he answered, “We are all sons of 
God!” But this is not true. 

Now if one false doctrine could be the curse of a 
nation, I believe that the curse of the United States 
is the doctrine of the Universal Fatherhood of God 
and the Universal Brotherhood of Man. God is NOT 
the Father of all men. God is the Father of those who 
are born again through faith in the blood of Jesus 
Christ. 

There are two fatherhoods. In John 8:38, Jesus 
said, “I speak of what I have seen with my Father, 
and you do what you have heard from your father.” 
And the Pharisees retorted, “We have one Father, 
even God” (v. 41). But Jesus said, “IF God were 
your Father, you would love me, for I proceeded and 
came forth from God. . . .You are of your father the 
devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires. 
He was a murderer from the beginning, and has noth- 
ing to do with the truth, because there is no truth in 
him. When he lies, he speaks according to his own 
nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies” (vs. 42, 
44). 

But someone argues, “Aren’t we descended from 
Adam, and wasn’t he created by God?” I will answer 
that in the words of a missionary in a small village 
in Central America. The local schoolteacher chal- 
lenged him with this question: “Since God created the 
race, are we not all His children?” Looking about the 
schoolroom, the missionary asked, “Who made those 
benches?” 

The teacher replied, “Jose, the carpenter.” 

“Well,” said the missionary, “do you call these 
benches Jose’s children since he made them?” 

“Oh, no!” 

“But why don’t you?” 

“They don’t have the life of Jose in them.” 

Looking straight at the teacher the missionary asked, 
“Do you have the life of God in you?” That is why 
we read in John 1:12, “To all who received him, 
who believed in his name, he gave power to become 
children of God.” And no person is a child of God 
until he comes to God through Jesus Christ. 

Let me make it simple and plain. Here is a group 
of people consisting of a white man, black man, 


yellow man, and some from Russia and the United 
States, none of whom believe in Jesus Christ. They 
are brothers, because they are all children of wrath 
and of disobedience. Now in another group are a 
white man, a black man, a yellow man, and a red 
man and some people from Russia and the United 
States, all of whom believe in Jesus Christ. These are 
brothers in Christ, but the two groups are not brothers 
to each other. 

I am not the brother of an atheist, I am his neigh- 
bor. I shall give a blood transfusion to him, or feed 
him when he is hungry, but in order for him to be- 
come my brother, he must be born again, so that he 
can know my God as his Father, through Jesus Christ. 
Whenever possible, every Christian should strike at 
the notion that God is the father of all men and that 
all men are brothers. God is the Creator of all men, 
but Galatians 3:26 says, “In Christ Jesus you are all 
sons of God through faith.” 

Now, the Lord of glory came in order to redeem us, 
to take men out of one group and put them into an- 
other. We confront the lost world with the gospel. We 
tell them that there’s a line drawn between the two 
and the difference is Jesus Christ, who said, “Father, 
glorify me with the glory which I had with thee before 
the world was.” And before the world was, He was 
God the Son. Do not say that the Trinity is God, 
Christ and the Holy Spirit. That is a theological error. 
The Trinity is God, God and God; or God the Father, 
God the Son, God the Holy Spirit. This is the God- 
head, from all eternity. 

Then came the day when God the Son “became 
flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth” 
(John 1:14). For 30 years He walked about this 
earth, and if you had lived at that time you would 
not have noticed Him in the crowd. I don’t know what 
Jesus looked like, but He certainly was not the effem- 
inate person depicted in art and by Hollywood. Oh, 
how I hate pictures of Jesus Christ! They are so alien 
to Him! Why should we have such things when God 
Almighty tells us, “He had no form or comeliness that 
we should look at him, and no beauty that we should 
desire him. He was despised and rejected by men; a 
man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; and as one 
from whom men hide their faces” (Isa. 53:3). This 
is the Lord of Glory. 

If you had walked down the street in Jerusalem and 
had seen Jesus and that tatterdemalion group of ex- 
fishermen, you would have said, “They certainly come 
from the wrong side of the Sea of Galilee,” and you 
wouldn’t have been attracted to them at all. And the 
Lord Jesus Christ had to be lifted up and die, in 
order to draw all men unto Him. But we are not 
drawn to a physical image, for as Christ said, “God is 
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spirit, and those who worship him must worship in 
spirit and in truth” (John 4:24). The Lord of Glory 
doffed His coronation robes and descended to earth 
to live in the guise of an ordinary man among ordinary 
men; but now in John 17:5 He is saying, “Father, 
give Me back all that I had before.” 


ALWAYS THE KING 


I remember seeing two pictures of George VI of 
England. One showed him in coronation robes, look- 
ing every inch a king, with ermine, and scarlet, crowns, 
diamonds, scepter and mitre. The other picture showed 
George VI during World War II at a time when a 
bomb had fallen in East London, and he visited the 
spot. Little union jacks were mounted on the rubble, 
and the king and a half dozen other men, wearing 
derby hats and overcoats, stood among the people 
sorrowfully viewing the destruction. In order to dis- 
tinguish George VI from the others, the photographer 
had superimposed an arrow pointing to “the king.” 
As I looked at that picture of the king in ordinary 
dress, standing among the ruins with his people and 
weeping with them, I said, “He is just as much king 
there as when in his coronation robes.” 

So, seeing Jesus Christ steadfastly setting His face 
to go to Jerusalem, I say, “This is the King, the Lord 
of Glory who so loved me that He was willing to be 
the Word made flesh.” 

Did God answer Christ’s prayer in John 17:5? Yes, 
He did, for I Peter 1:21 says, “Through him you have 
confidence in God, who raised him from the dead and 
gave him glory.” In John 17 Christ prays, “Oh, Father 
give me glory.” And later the Holy Spirit says, “Peter, 
write it down! God raised him from the dead and gave 
him glory.” Thus on the day of His ascension our 
Lord returned to Heaven and changed His clothes. 
He put on the robe of glory of the only begotten of the 
Father, and heard His Father say, “Sit at my right 
hand till [and that word till is very important] I make 
your enemies your footstool.” 

One day Christ will come forth from Heaven in a 
manner described in the Old Testament, so terrible 
that I dare not originate the language. Isaiah says that 
Jesus Christ is going to squash our civilization like a 
bunch of grapes. 

I have been in Mediterranean countries at the time 
of making wine and have seen the men roll their trou- 
sers up to their knees and go into the winepress to tread 
out the grapes with their bare feet. The men trample 
the grapes till the juice splashes on them. So you will 
find in the Bible this description of Jesus Christ: 

“Who is this that comes from Edom, in crimsoned 
garments from Bozrah, he that is glorious in his ap- 
parel, marching in the greatness of his strength? ‘It is I, 
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announcing vindication, mighty to. save. . . . I have 
trodden the wine press alone, .. . I trod them in my 
anger and trampled them in my wrath; their lifeblood 
is sprinkled upon my garments, and I have stained all 
my raiment. For the day of my vengeance was in my 
heart. . . . I trod down the peoples in my anger, . . . and 
I poured out their life blood on the earth’” (Isa. 63:1, 
3, 4, 6). 

When He comes again, the Lord Jesus Christ will 
crush beneath His feet our American way of life, for 
never before have so many sinned against so much. 
University life, Wall Street, Broadway and Hollywood, 
the Arts, Literature, and LEcclesiasticism will be 
stepped on and crushed by Jesus Christ at His Second 
Coming. This is the teaching of the Word of God. “Sit 
at my right hand TILL.” The day will come when He 
will rise from the throne of God, lay aside the robes 
of His mediation, gird upon Him the sword of Jus- 
tice, and come to rule the nations with a rod of iron 
and dash his enemies to pieces as a potter’s vessel. 

In that future day, we who belong to Christ will 
join in the great chorus of Revelation 11:15: “The 
kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our 
Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign for ever 
and ever.” Yes, the Father “raised him from the dead 
and gave him glory.” 


GOD IS HATE 


Just as Proverbs 11:10 says, “When the wicked per- 
ish there are shouts of gladness,” I cannot tell you how 
glad I was to see the picture of Mussolini hanging head 
down, dead, and to know that this vicious monster had 
been removed from the earth. 

Oh, if you know Jesus Christ, you will hate sin. Don’t 
ever say, “God is love,” without balancing it with, “God 
is hate.” God is love of the sinner, but God is hate of 
sin. Unless you make this balance, you have a lame 
God, a false concept of God. Hebrews 1:9 gives one of 
the marks of the deity of Christ: “Thou [Jesus] hast 
loved righteousness and hated iniquity; therefore God, 
even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of glad- 
ness above thy fellows.” 

Jesus Christ hated sin. He told the Pharisees that 
they would depart into the lake of fire. I love Him for 
this. Oh that we might learn to follow our Lord Jesus 
Christ in His hatred of sin, and understand that He is 
Lord! 

Now I want to repeat the two principal verses that 
I have quoted several times in this article, and then 
give you a third to put on top of them. First, John 17: 
5: “Father, glorify thou me in thy presence with the 
glory I had with thee before the world was.” Next, I 
Peter 1:21, “God raised him up from the dead and 

(Continued on page 43) 


We are strong with God only in the degree that self is conquered. 27 








By ROBERT ST. CLAIR 
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In any battle it is important 
to know the enemy and his strategy in 
order to fight intelligently. 


Tue DEVIL enjoyed obscurity un- 
til recently. Putting the finishing touches on his own 
“funeral,” he spread word of his demise in the convinc- 
ing nomenclature of psychology. He was, as we got the 
picture, the externalization of rejected impulses. We 
took the desires and misdeeds which caused painful 
guilt and made a nebulous, nameless, non-existent 
thing called Satan responsible for them all. 

More than one theologian has been between Lucifer 
and the deep blue sea, willing on one hand to reject the 
whole concept of a personal devil as a cosmic figment 
of primitive imagination, but on the other hand dis- 
turbed by unseen forces which consistently dissuaded 
men from a God, a Christ, and a cross. 

Recently, however, the devil has been resurrected 
from obscurity. His satanic majesty was ridiculed in 
grand style as a wild-eyed fiend who is too clever for his 
own good, and the satirist was C. S. Lewis in his 
“Screwtape Letters.” In another little book, “A Preface 
To Paradise Lost,” he describes the bedeviling of 
Satan himself, tracing his fall from general to politician 
to secret service agent to something that peers in bed- 
room windows to a toad and eventually to a serpent. 


The author is pastor of the Bosworth Road 
Presbyterian Church of Cleveland. 


— AT THE DEVIL 


Where did this fellow ever come from? Dr. E. H. 
Plumptre held that Isaiah 14:12-14 refers to “son of 
the dawn,” symbol of Babylonian power and actually 
the planet Venus instead of “Lucifer” (A.V.) the devil. 
The R.V. reads, “How art thou fallen from heaven, O 
day-star, son of the morning!” Many evangelicals, 
however, do not regard these verses as a reference to 
the Chaldean king, but as a valid description of the 
banishment of Satan from heavenly rapport with God. 
The grandiose proclamations of this rebel echo the 
devil’s personality and may very well be an historical 
snapshot of Satan’s attempt to usurp the power of the 
Almighty. Add to this the certainty that he was the 
chief angel that kept not his “own position” (Jude 6). 
He was a member of a created order of beings that re- 
belled against the power of Jehovah. Hell was prepared 
for him and his angels. 


WHAT IS THE DEVIL’S JOB? 


What is the devil’s job? In Hebrew “Satan” means 
adversary. Modern rebellion against God is stimulated 
and encouraged by this adversary. Sunday school pu- 
pils are fond of inquiring why, if God possesses all 
power, He does not destroy the devil and erase evil 
from the world. Satan is retained by man’s own will as 
much as by God’s. If the Lord removed him, man 
would create his own devil. 

Satan’s work is to “humiliate” the Almighty by creat- 
ing divisions within man and, therefore, within his 
world. Satan accepts chaos as a negation of God’s sov- 
ereignty and proof of his own. Somewhere, sometime 
he told himself that he would live as long as God’s sov- 
ereignty was not completely vindicated in history, and 
that it never would be as long as one man disobeyed 
God. Very likely the devil does not read Revelation for 
his morning devotions. 
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How does Satan create these personal divisions? 
Satan works on the short-sightedness of man. He ac- 
cepts what seems to be basic: craving for happiness, 
need for security, and satisfaction of instinctive crav- 
ings. Satan appears as the great champion of the free- 
dom, privileges and happiness of mankind, while he ac- 
tually loathes him. The devil’s motto is, “Everybody 
should get what he wants, because then he’s happier.” 
You can’t beat a platform like that! 

Well, of course he is not so stupid as to always make 
a direct play for the lowest instincts. Man needs secu- 
rity. Cravings can contradict each other. The ego pre- 
serves psychic integrity by organizing cravings. Some 
get priority, some must wait. 


CONFLICTING DESIRES 


To get a picture of how this division functions, think 
of two concentric circles. These represent the dynamic 
structure of personality. The outer one is the sum of 
behavior patterns society demands in exchange for 
order and security. The outer circle may be stringent 
as was the Pharisee’s. In primitive cultures it so nearly 
gives way to conflicting and anti-social cravings that it 
must be pulled together by the pillars of rigid taboos. 

The inner circle is the set of real values and hungers 
which a man would like to give free reign to. The un- 
saved man dreams of dark-covered opportunities for 
fulfilling impulses which, if fulfilled before the eyes of 
society, would cause greater insecurity than living with 
those impulses unrealized. 

The outer circle provides the basis of the unsaved 
man’s psychic integrity. The more external and coercive 
the outer circle, the greater is the basic guilt which tor- 
ments the mind when adamic impulses cry for atten- 
tion. The outer circle may become a set of inexorable 
defenses, which, if endangered, create intense guilt. 
This is neurotic behavior. The devil’s gleeful intensi- 
fication of neurotic guilt within the church is an im- 
mediate problem crying for attention from conservative 
ministers, psychotherapists and educators. 

Some individuals do not think in terms of ideals. 
They bump from day to day, person to person, thing to 
thing. They choose a little world with minor demands, 
giving freedom for the habitual desires of the flesh. 
Others make up the constituency of the pilgrimage of 
the American Bar Association held recently in London. 
“Time” referred to them as “sharp-eyed, serious men, 
~substantial in their communities, practical men who 
had not forgotten how to be stirred by a great occasion 
which ennobled their vocation with high purpose.” 
Still others quickly throw a sop to their outer circle and 
seek ways of retreating to an inner circle of perversion, 
cheating and aggression. 

What determines the choice of one’s own small 


September 1958 


world? Principally, a man’s idol or idols. Each man’s ' 
idol is the projection of his ego upon his little world. 
The idol has something to do with what is possessed or 
enjoyed by the idol’s devotee. The idol of the drunk 
may be “freedom” and he chooses a coterie where this 
idol is worshipped. 

Pride shuts out the real world of God so that a sinful 
personality may enjoy the freedom of a god. Idolatry 
is enmity against God because it is ego worship in dis- 
guise. Said the serpent, “You will be like God” (Gen. 
3:4, 5). 

It is to Satan’s advantage to encourage self-gratifica- 
tion within the standards of one’s own little world. In 
II Corinthians 4:4 we read “. . . the god of this world 
has blinded the minds of the unbelievers . . .” He sanc- 
tions worldly standards which he is ever seeking to con- 
trol. 

Our sinful desires arise from within us, and the moral 
responsibility is ours, make no mistake about it. But 
when we consider doing what is wrong the devil feels it 
is his dedicated task to provide us with a thousand rea- 
sons why it is right. And when the wrong is sufficiently 
attractive he doesn’t need a thousand, one or two are 
good enough. 

To the man under the spell of sexual attraction 
which promises sin and disgrace, Satan whispers, “Your 
wife has failed you. You have every right to fulfill this 
grand love for this other woman. Why should the false 
code of seventeenth century Puritans rob you of hap- 
piness? Sin? Sin is forgetting to pull down the shade. 
More and more Americans are accepting the 
enlightened Continental view of marriages and mis- 
tresses. Didn’t Kinsey say so? And Kinsey was a 
scientist! Sixty million adulterers can’t be wrong. Be 
strong. Be true to yourself. Live.” 


BURDENED FOR THE MASSES 


Satan desires the widest latitude for private and re- 
spectable sinning. He loves to smother morality in 
crowds. The devil tempted Christ and, in effect, said, 
“You desire the following of the people. Your world ex- 
pects the Messiah to be a conquering magician-hero. 
Someone who, for example, turns stones into bread. 
You can have the kingdom on their terms, well, of 
course on my terms.” It was quite clear to Jesus that to 
deviate from God’s will in order to please a society in- 
fluenced by the devil is to worship the enemy himself. 

Satan’s hopes lay with the crowd. The crowd likes 
this, the crowd does that, the crowd, the crowd... . 
Even the thief on the cross, one inch from hell, pre- 
ferred to side with the crowd rather than open his heart 
to Christ. The devil has great regard for the faceless 
mob. His heart is burdened for the masses. 

Whatever consolation it may offer, the devil has his 











troubles, too. Idols must constantly be plastered and 
patched. Pride must be loosed just a bit like a strait- 
jacket. An intact ego must look strong and free in the 
face of loneliness, disappointment, sorrow and death. 
Then there is Judas to remind the whole cosmos that 
ultimately evil destroys itself and the devil, too—that 
is, unless the devil keeps his disciples from taking his 
lies too seriously. The devil preaches moral freedom 
but must restrain those intoxicated by the illusion of 
their own liberty, lest outright orgies of sin invite the 
wrath of God and the awakening of mankind. New 
thrills, new satisfactions, new escapes must be dis- 
covered to stifle those damning questions which the 
soul asks of itself in the stillness of the night. Satan finds 
himself in the position of encouraging a watered-down 
gospel and a veneer of religious respectability. He must 
disguise himself as an angel of light to oppose the evil 
for which he nor anyone else wishes to take the credit. 
“So it is not strange if his servants also disguise them- 
selves as servants of righteousness” (II Cor. 11:15a). 

The _ religious-coated respectability of America 
makes the task of Satan easier. In this country the 
church is comparatively strong and frequently the outer 
circle converges upon the circle of God’s Law. Sinners 
excuse themselves from salvation on the grounds of 
their righteous concern for the Ten Commandments. 

Possibly the devil longs for the outright worship of 
himself as it prevails in isolated heathen tribes. He must 
be satisfied with a war of vindictive attrition against 
the Almighty. Our secret sins are Satan’s triumphs, 
Christ spoke to men righteous in appearance when He 
declared, “You are of your father the devil, and your 
will is to do your father’s desires. He was a murderer 
from the beginning, and has nothing to do with the 
truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he 
speaks according to his own nature, for he is a liar and 
the father of lies” (John 8:44). 

Pharisaism has always been the stronghold of Satan. 
To the unsuspecting soul it is apparently the shrine in 
which one can worship both Christ and human pride at 
the same time. When all else fails to destroy the testi- 
mony of a church, the devil holds the most hope for 
Pharisaism. 

What happens in conversion? The sinner accepts the 
fact that he has lived in a world of lies. He is loathe- 
some in his own eyes. He can do nothing about his idol 
because it is protected by pride, and pride is his very 
life. And anyway, would the true God accept him after 
he nourished his soul on the devil’s lies? He hears that 
the Father never ceased loving him, yes, in Christ suf- 
fered for him. He decides to abandon his world of folly 
and make his way to the cross. He is helpless. The 
Holy Spirit provides the power by which the idols top- 
ple. He is enabled to embrace Christ. He is made free. 


30 Faith’s answer to the question “How?” is one word—"GOD.” 


He is made whole and holy. The mask is stripped from 
the devil. God transforms the core of affections. Christ 
the Truth has set him free. He is a new creation. 


HOW SATAN TEMPTS CHRISTIANS 


How can Satan now tempt the child of God? Through 
self-pity in crises. The story of Job is repeated hourly. 
Satan trusts that through the thousand demands of a 
pressing routine, through the many noises and small af- 
fections of living, through countless anxieties great and 
trivial we shall come to neglect fellowship with Him 
who protects and satisfies His own. Joy is linked in 
God’s mind with peace, faith and courage. Satan tries 
the same old tricks in different bags. “Your personal 
satisfaction is the same as joy,” he says. Perhaps the 
biggest lie Satan ever sold to mankind states that God 
majors in discipline while he majors in joy. 

The failure to evaluate the importance of joy in the 
New Testament is one of the prominent reasons anxiety 
has facilitated the work of Satan in the Christian’s life. 

Recently some of us went fishing off the Atlantic 
coast. Nearby was a buoy with a warning bell. The bell 
rang constantly. At first it sounded quaint, then we be- 
came accustomed to it, then it got monotonous, and 
finally it sounded ominous. When we returned to shore 
the silence was a pleasant relief from the incessant 
ringing of the warning bell. 

Similarly, within the hearing of the spirit of evil 
there is a knell of doom which rings continually. The 
freedom of the devil is as much as illusion as the free- 
dom he offers to those who would be a god unto them- 
selves. Every temporary triumph of his cannot drown 
out the knell of God’s final judgment: “and the devil 
who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of 
fire and brimstone” (Rev. 20:10). 

It is this maddening knell of terror which periodically 
causes the devil to abandon his subtlety and resort to 
schemes of violence and bloodshed. When temptation 
fails, he cries “Crucifixion! Crucifixion!” When Chris- 
tian faith stands indomitable, he thunders persecution. 

In the counsels of God’s will we have the assurance 
that the kingdom of the world will become the kingdom 
of our Lord and of His Christ. Every knee shall bow, 
and every tongue shall confess Jesus as Lord to the 
glory of God the Father. The devil labors feverishly. 
Never before in the history of the world has evil been 
so well organized, so doctrinal, so militant. But always 
in the distance there is the sound of the bell. Night and 
day he hears it. Each time it rings it sounds percepti- 
bly louder, louder . . . 

“The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for 

him; 
His rage we can endure, For Lo! his doom is sure, 
One little word shall fell him.” 
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Meditations 


Isaiah 


A very timely verse-by-verse study of 


the Scriptures that foretell 


The Final Invasion 


of Israel 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


FOR THE LORD OF HOSTS HAS PURPOSED, AND WHO 
WILL ANNUL IT? (14: 27) 

If every member of the human race were to memo- 
rize this sentence and to ponder it, and to act upon it 
there would be immediate and lasting peace. “But God 
is not in all their thoughts” (Ps. 10:4). If every be- 
liever in Christ were to learn this verse, truly seek to 
understand it, and act upon it, the church would be 
transformed. If you as an individual will take Isaiah 
14:27 not as mere theory but as absolute certainty, it 
will transform your life. The text says that God has a 
purpose; nothing can thwart it, nothing can annul it. If 
we surrender our wills to it, we shall know the life of 
complete peace. “For he has made known to us in all 
wisdom and insight the mystery of his will, according 
to his purpose which he set forth in Christ as a plan for 
the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in 
heaven and things on earth; in him, according to the 
purpose of him who accomplishes all things according 
to the counsel of his will” (Eph. 1:9-11). 

Lord, may we yield to Thy will. 


REJOICE NOT, O PHILISTIA . . . MELT IN FEAR, O 
PHILISTIA (14: 29-31) 

God’s principal judgments fall upon the nations who 
have mistreated His people, Israel. God has said that 
whoever touches Israel touches the apple of His eye 
(Zech. 2:8). On the other hand, He has said, “Pray for 
the peace of Jerusalem; they shall prosper that love 
thee” (Ps. 122:6). The context furnishes abundant 
proof that this judgment is still in the future. Once 
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more there is mention of the judgment that comes out 
of the north. It is the final invasion of the land of Is- 
rael, when all who have hurt God’s people will meet 
destruction. This same principle applies to believers 
in our day. God may allow evil men to attack and 
hurt us; they may even seem to prosper but, in the end, 
the wrath of God will fall on them. Offence may come, 
but woe to the one by whom the offence comes. 

Lord, we thank Thee that we are Thy people. 


SERPENT ... ADDER . . . FLYING SERPENT (14:29) 


Some attempt to make these reptiles symbols of 
people living in the day when Isaiah wrote his proph- 
ecy. But such an interpretation destroys the context. 
Admittedly, there may be a faint reference to the As- 
syrian king or to Ahaz. But the fact that commentators 
disagree should cause us to look farther. The great. de- 
structions that are to come are from the satanic trinity 
of the future. The beast, the false prophet, and Satan 
himself forms the counterfeit trinity that will combine 
to strike at Israel, and whose evils will bring the war 
that will engulf all the surrounding peoples. Though the 
foreign ruler under whom they had suffered is dead, 
there will come others, the final three, who will bring 
ultimate destruction upon them. 

Lord, we thank Thee that Thou art our hiding-place. 


THE POOR . . . THE NEEDY .. . (14: 30) 


It is wonderful to note how the Lord interlards 
promises for His own among the terrible judgments 
that are pronounced upon the enemy. Destruction, 
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most terrible, is to fall on Philistia, even on every town, 
but the beloved of the Lord shall dwell in safety by 
Him (Deut. 33:12). From what we know of modern 
war and advancing armies, the poor and needy suffer 
most. Yet, in the midst of a description of destruction 
that will overwhelm the enemy, there is the announce- 
ment that the firstborn of the poor will feed, and the 
needy will lie down in safety. Beyond any question, this 
is God at work. This is the same God who has given us 
all our promises—all need supplied (Phil. 4:19), all 
care removed (Phil. 4:7), all security promised (Rom. 
8:38, 39). 
Lord, we are glad to depend on Thee. 


WHAT SHALL ONE ANSWER? (14: 32) 

The picture is that of an embassy from an enemy 
people coming to God’s people in desperation and 
asking for an alliance against the enemy. What can we 
answer? Our only answer is that God has chosen an 
elect people, and all those who belong to Him will find 
refuge in the whole body of the elect. All that could be 
said to the Philistines was that they must be circum- 
cised and join Israel; or, in this age, that they must be 
born again. We should never be guilty of lending false 
hope to people who are lost. It is not by “turning over 
a new leaf,” or by “joining a church,” or by “being bap- 
tized,” or by any form, ceremony, liturgy, or works of 
the human heart that a man can be brought nearer to 
God. There must be clear renunciation of all old rela- 
tionships, and complete union with the people of God. 
There is no other answer for the Philistine. 

Lord, we worship Thee because Thou hast made us 

Thy people. 


THE BURDEN OF MOAB (15: 1-9) 

Surrounding Israel today are the descendants of 
Ishmael, Esau, Moab, Ammon, and the others who 
form the Arab peoples standing in the way of God’s 
ancient people who will one day be restored. Moab 
was the child of incestuous Lot, conceived by his 
daughter who had made him drunk. From many pas- 
sages we learn that to Moab was given the territory 
which comprises much of what is now Jordan, with 
its capital at Amman, named for Moab’s halfbrother 
Ammon. The time will come when the forces of the 
north, sweeping down towards Jerusalem, will over- 
run Moab in one day. A prophecy impossible of ful- 
filment at the time of writing is today quite feasible. 
And anyone who escapes the battle will be taken by 
the lion. 

Lord, we thank Thee Thy judgments are sure. 


THEY HAVE SENT LAMBS (16: 1) 
Moab, so long hating Israel, will eventually turn to 
Israel for aid. Here is the solution of the problem of 
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the Middle East. In former times Moab paid great trib- ‘ 
ute to Israel—100,000 lambs and 100,000 rams with 
the wool (2 Kings 3:4). Now from Petra (Sela) they 
send once more the token of their submission. Trem- 
bling, Moab says to Israel, “Give counsel, grant justice; 
make your shade like night in the midst of noonday; 
hide the outcasts, betray not the fugitive; let the out- 
casts of Moab sojourn among you; be a refuge to them 
from the destroyer.” It is indeed a transformation when 
those who have persecuted God’s people sue for pro- 
tection, and those who have been the wandering per- 
secuted ones become the strong protector. 

Lord, we thank Thee for the fulfilment of Thy prom- 

ises. 


THEN A THRONE WILL BE ESTABLISHED (16: 5) 

Once more the scene changes from judgment to 
grace. The throne mentioned here can only be the 
throne of the Lord Jesus Christ. This is another indi- 
cation that these are prophecies of the ultimate future 
and not of events that were shortly to be fulfilled. God 
will establish the throne in mercy, grace, and stedfast 
love. Certainly no merit is to be found in Israel or in 
any nation of the human race. On this throne sits the 
Lord Jesus, the son of David, the Messiah. Not only 
does He judge, but He seeks justice. There is a great 
difference. And not only is His judgment just, but it is 
prompt. Human courts are noted for lagging delays, 
but divine justice will be executed at once. 

Lord Jesus, come quickly. 


THE RAISIN CAKES OF KIR-HARESETH (16: 7) 

The KJV reads “foundations,” but the Hebrew re- 
fers to the sweet cakes made of raisins and flour and 
that were regarded as a great delicacy. It is the same 
word rendered flagons in Song of Solomon 2:5. The 
Bible has a great deal to say about those whose god is 
their belly, and who live to eat. The Lord told Hosea 
to love his wife even though she was an adulteress, 
since she was the symbol of Israel, loved by God, 
“though they turn to other gods and love raisin cakes.” 
It is so utterly absurd for individuals to become mere 
gluttons, but they do. It is so utterly absurd for individ- 
uals to prefer other food to the bread of God, other 
reading to the Word of God, but they do. It is so utterly 
absurd for individuals to prefer other gods to the living 
God, but they do. 

Lord, may we cleave to Thee alone. 


THEREFORE | WILL WEEP (16:9) 

A prophet who is not moved by the sadness of his 
messages of judgment would have to be a bad, hard- 
hearted man. Such a man would not be chosen by 
God to be His prophet. We think of Jeremiah as the 

(Continued on page 37) 
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BILL OF RIGHTS 


Diefenbaker Faces New Issue 


CANADA: Church and State 


Canada now faces an issue that for 
us, its southern neighbors, is not a 
novel one, a proposal to send an am- 
bassador to the Vatican. The General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
which met recently in Toronto in- 
formed the government that there are 
“absolutely no grounds, either civil or 
religious, for such an appointment.” 

Rev. Mariano Di Gagni, convenor 
of the Board of Evangelism and Social 
Action, stated: “If the Pope is a tem- 
poral power, then those who owe al- 
legiance to him would be regarded as 
subjects of a foreign power and that is 
absurd. If he is regarded as a spiritual 
power, that would be discrimination in 
favor of one group. Envoys should then 
be sent to Canterbury, England, the 
Primatial See of the Church of Eng- 
land and even to the 66 St. George 
Street, Toronto, headquarters of the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada.” 

The Presbyterians were supported 
by Rev. W. O. Rathke, President of the 
Ontario District of the Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod. He told the 
annual convention of the District that 
“Our principle of separation of Church 
and State militates against” such an 
appointment. 

But the principle of separation of 
Church and State is not as firmly en- 
trenched in Canada as in the United 
States. Under the influence of Roman 
and Anglican Catholics, the practice 
has grown ‘of giving support, for in- 
stance, to religious schools. 

Hope for a change. in the situation 
arises from the recent election and re- 
election of John Diefenbaker as Prime 
Minister of the Dominion. He is an 
active Baptist layman and recently ad- 
dressed the Baptist World Youth Con- 
ference in Toronto. Following the ex- 
ample of his Baptist progenitors who 
were largely instrumental in the enact- 
ment of our -state religious freedom 
clauses, Diefenbaker for ten years has 
campaigned for a- Bill of Rights for 
Canada, which does not now exist in 
writing. 

Diefenbaker was elected Prime Min- 
ister as a Conservative about a year 
ago, succeeding Roman Catholic Louis 
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Stephen St. Laurent, a Liberal. No 
action was taken on Diefenbaker’s pro- 
posal while the uncertain situation con- 
tinued. But recently, another election 
was called and Diefenbaker was swept 
back into power by a smashing major- 
ity. Now that he is firmly entrenched, 
he has announced his intention to in- 
troduce a Bill of Rights at the next ses- 
sion of Parliament. Tania Long, in a 
dispatch to the New York Times from 
Ottawa says that “it may be presumed 
from what the Prime Minister has had 
to say during previous debates on the 
subject that his proposed bill will fol- 
low the example of the first ten amend- 
ments to the United States Constitu- 
tion.” 

If it does, and if it is adopted, it will 
forbid government support for paro- 
chial schools. The Canadian people 
have demonstrated in the recent elec- 
tion that their hopes for the future are 
centered in Diefenbaker. The same 
could be said of millions of friends of 
religious freedom throughout the 
world. 


Graham to Chicago 


Shortly after the Church Federation 
of Greater Chicago decided not to in- 
vite Evangelist Billy Graham to Chi- 
cago, the evangelist announced that “in 
all probability” he would conduct a ten 
to twelve week crusade there in 1961 
or 1962 anyway. 

Graham said the arrangements for a 
crusade should be made by “an inde- 
pendent committee of laymen and 
clergymen, made up of all branches of 
Protestantism, that are willing to par- 
ticipate in the crusade—both within 
and without the federation.” 

“We consider ourselves sponsored by 
the Holy Spirit,” he said. 


Vatican Fears Protestant Growth 


On the heels of an announcement 
that the annual Conference of the Latin 
American Hierarchy, which ordinarily 
takes place in Bogota, Colombia, will 
be held instead in Rome this year, the 
Vatican Radio warned Latin American 
Catholics of Protestant gains. 

Citing statistics showing a rapid 
growth of Protestantism in Latin 


America during the past ten years, it 
said Protestants there now number five 
million. The station added, “Protestant 
publications now boast that within ten 
years Brazil will have a Protestant 
majority.” 


The State of Alaska 


Alaska realized its dream of decades 
with final enactment of the bill making 
it the 49th State of the Union. Scores 
of ministers of the territory helped by 
urging enactment. Included were five 
Southern Baptist clergymen from one 
town who said that “it would benefit 
the nation and enable Alaskans to 
build a fine, God-fearing, civilization.” 

The Baptist preachers may - have 
helped influence Southerners against 
filibustering the bill to death, which 
they feared because it would bring 
more “civil rights members” into the 
House and Senate. Adoption was fol- 
lowed by bonfire celebrations includ- 
ing prayers of thanksgiving conducted 
by Protestant and Catholic clergy. 

The churches are well represented, 
including Eastern Orthodox whose 
predecessors began work there in 1794. 
On the day after adoption of the bill, 
Methodists broke ground for a $5 mil- 
lion college. 

A few days later, newspapers re- 
ported Alaska might join Nevada as 
the only state to legalize wide-open 
gambling. 

Senator Alexander Wiley of Wiscon- 
sin warned that the new state would 
“let down many of its supporters” if it 
did so. “For every dollar that a city 
or state takes in from gambling taxes, 
it loses five dollars in higher police 
costs, higher court costs, higher peni- 
tentiary costs, and higher relief costs. 
. . . Every once in a while somebody 
proposes that legalizing sin is the way 
to eliminate sin. What kind of a sense 
of morality do proponents of those 
foolish notions have?” The Senator 
continued, “Legalized gambling is not 
the solution to Alaska’s problem.” 


Political Ups and Downs 


When the Roman Catholic interna- 
tional political organization met at 
Geneva last spring, it looked forward 
to struggles in several Catholic coun- 
tries. By mid-summer the dimensions 
of the Pope’s political gains and losses 
were taking shape. 

Belgium—97% Catholic—had been 
ruled by a Liberal-Socialist anticlerical 
coalition. The Catholic party managed 
to dislodge its opponents in a violent 
election; but it lacked a majority. It was 
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moving very warily toward restoration 
of the full parochial school subsidy 
that the former regime had tried to re- 
duce. 

In France, Charles De Gaulle came 
to power by a personal, peaceful, coup 
d’etat Premier Pierre Pfimlin of the 
Catholic party— Popular Republican 


Movement—had stepped aside in his 
favor. But the General, a devout Catho- 
lic, yet is no Catholic party man. In 
fact, by June, Georges Bidault was an- 
nouncing formation of a new “Chris- 
tian Democratic” party. 

In the Catholic German province 
of North Rhine-Westphalia, the 


Adenauer administration won a victory 
in spite of resentment against its 
atomic rearmament program. 

In Italy, a bitter election was fought 
in which the issues were mainly cleri- 
cal, including the Prato ‘scandal, in 
which a bishop was convicted of libel 
for calling a lady a concubine for — 





ONE MONTH AFTER NIXON 


What I Saw in Latin America 


By Stacey Woods 


WHAT Is Latin America like today? 
Vice President Nixon has his opinion, 
based on his reception this spring. 
Shortly afterwards, C. Stacey Woods, 
general secretary of Inter-Varsity Chris- 
tian Fellowship and consulting editor 
of ETERNITY, visited many of the 
same sites. 

Here is what he reports: 

Question: What impressed you most 
during your two-month tour of South 
America? 

Woods: Perhaps it was the vivid con- 
trast between the great metropolitan 
centers such as Santiago, Buenos Aires 
and Sao Paulo with their bustling econ- 
omy high degree of education, and 
their splendid modern buildings and 
up-to-date facilities on the one hand; 
and on the other, the poverty, super- 
stition and backwardness of the masses 
of primitive people. I must say, how- 
ever, that great efforts are being made 
in many of the republics to dispel 
illiteracy and to improve the lot of the 
people. 

Question: Where does the Roman 
Church receive its greatest support? 

Woods: Its chief strength seems to 
come from some of the wealthiest 
Spanish families, who maintain the 
tradition of a high social position, and 
also from certain groups of uneducated, 
simple people. But the vast, rising 
middle class, which outwardly con- 
forms to Roman Catholicism for social 
reasons, is essentially irreligious and 
skeptical. 

Question: We know your chief in- 
terest is in the university student. 
Where does he stand in the picture? 


Woods: Like many of his European 
counterparts, the university student in 
Latin society is in a class by himself. 
He represents one of the most potent 
political forces in a Latin nation. Many 
of the revolutions which have both 
plagued and benefited South America 
have been spawned in the university 
lecture room and bred within the uni- 
versity community. 
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Question: Isn’t it true that Com- 
munism is breeding there right now? 

Woods: Yes, but this is not neces- 
sarily the type of Communism to be 
found in Russia. It represents a political 
and economic ideal, a revolt against the 
recurring dictatorships, a rejection of 
the superstition of the Roman Catholic 
Church, a reaction against a certain 
amount of economic exploitation from 
Great Britain and the United States. 

The tragedy is that it seems difficult 
for us in the United States to view 
Communism as a philosophy dispas- 
sionately and to be prepared, apart 
from adolescent emotionalism, to con- 
front the Communist with an effective, 
idealistic or philosophical anti-toxin. 
Yet our failure to do this may well be 
a contributing cause to future trouble. 

Question: How sizable is this uni- 
versity population? 

Woods: Comparatively speaking, and 
certainly on the basis of over-all 
literacy, the university students are 
surprisingly numerous. In very many of 
the universities there are no university 
fees, and providing a student can sup- 
port himself and can qualify academi- 
cally, he is provided with technical and 
professional education without charge. 
This means that vast numbers of stu- 
dents are attending the university. 

Question: How does the university 
student compare with the college stu- 
dent in the States? 

Woods: He is more comparable to 
the U. S. graduate student than to 
the undergraduate. He may take six, 
seven or eight years to complete his 
course while he works in business to 
support himself and sometimes his 
family. In many respects he is mature, 
although in his political reactions he 
sometimes seems undisciplined. 

Question: How does the future look 
for Christianity in South America? 

Woods: Unless there can be an im- 
pact for the gospel within the universi- 
ties of South America, the future out- 
look is indeed bleak and unpromising. 
Efforts must be made to train the small 


nuclei of converted students in the uni- 
versities of South America to carry the 
gospel message to their fellow students. 

Question: Hasn’t our foreign missions 
program done the job? 

Woods: Generally speaking, evan- 
gelical missions have made little or no 
impression upon the educated or 
wealthy classes of South America. As 
a result, because of the concentration 
of evangelical Christian work upon the ~ 
peasants, the primitive Indians, etc., the 
educated middle class often despise 
Christianity and regard it as something 
which will only appeal to the ignorant. 
There should be a review of evangelical 
missionary endeavor; an attempt to 
reach out to the burgeoning middle 
class should be made as quickly as 
possible. 

Question: Certainly the reception 
which Vice President Nixon received 
startled many of us. What is the atti- 
tude of the South American to the 
United States? 

Woods: Unquestionably, much as we 
may dislike to realize it, there is a 
strong undercurrent of feeling against 
the United States and against the aver- 
age United States citizen. 

Question: Why is this? 

Woods: In part, it may result from 
a feeling of economic inferiority, cou- 
pled with a sense of cultural superi- 


‘ority. It is felt that we come to Latin 


America only to make money and 
to return to the United States as 
quickly as possible. The United States 
citizen has no cultural affinity or innate 
respect for the Latin or for his culture. 
For public relations purposes in order 
to “win friends and influence people” 
he may smile, offer his hand in friend- 
ship, and even consort to some extent 
with the Latin. 

But the Latin senses immediately that 
the “gringo” has an axe to grind, a 
bargain to seal, a deal to complete, and 
that the friendship will be turned off 
as soon as the contract is signed, sealed 
and delivered. This failure to appreciate 
the Latin and his culture is largely re- 
sponsible for the innate antipathy 
toward the United States. 

It is therefore incumbent upon the 
missionary to bend over backwards to 
counteract this impression and to give 
assurance that the Latin is loved and 
appreciated for his own sake. 
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marrying “outside. the Church;”- al- 
leged tax evasion by the Pope’s 
nephews; and other Vatican political 
activities. The Catholic party won but 
not by a majority—and not without 
serious scars of internal division. It has 
now formed a coalition government 
headed by none other than Amintore 
Fanfani. This is the same Fanfani that 
told Drew Pearson before the election 
that “our goal is a Catholic party com- 
pletely divorced from the Catholic 
Church.” That is an interesting thought. 


Wheaton Academy Purchased 


Four Christian businessmen of 
Wheaton, Ill., have purchased Wheaton 
Academy, which had been operated as 
a department of Wheaton College 
since 1860. The school will continue 
this fall without change in faculty or 
operational policy. 


Asks for Hromadka Resignation _. 


A U.S. churchman has asked Dr. 
Joseph L. Hromadka of Czechoslavakia 
to resign his position on the executive 
committee of the World Council of 
Churches for accepting a $25,000 
Kremlin prize based on his defense of 
Soviet policy in Hungary. 

The churchman, Dr. Charles Wesley 
Lowry, was speaking at a memorial 
service for the fallen Hungarian 
leaders in Washington, D.C. 


Radio for Alaska 


The Evangelical Mission Covenant 
denomination has voted to establish a 
5,000-watt radio station in Alaska 
beamed at Siberia. To be called the 
“Voice of the Artic,” the $60,000 sta- 
tion will be built at Nome and will 
carry programs in Eskimo languages 
used on both sides of the Bering straits. 


World Literature Sunday 


Stepped up interest in the use of pub- 
lications and printed matter in the 
world-wide missionary thrust is the ob- 
servation of the Rev. Harold B. Street, 
executive secretary of Evangelical Lit- 
erature Overseas, who has just returned 
from a trip to Lebanon, North Africa 
and Europe. 

“In addition to the plans of churches 
across the United States and Canada 
to observe October 12 as World Mis- 
sionary Literature Sunday,” he de- 
clared, “we have word that churches in 
the Orient and India as well as in Spain 
and Latin America will take part in the 
celebration.” 

Special posters and brochures which 
can be adapted to the needs of denom- 
inational or interdenominational mis- 
sionary societies are being sent out to 
promote the October event. 


Violence in Ceylon 


Buddhists monks, renouncing Bud- 
dha’s doctrine of non-violence, have 
begun a drive of religious persecution 
against European Christians. Authori- 
ties, fearing an explosion of religious 
hatred and nationalist ambitions worse 
than the one that recently caused 
several hundred deaths, have clamped 
tight censorship on all news dispatches. 


Who Said It and Why? 


“Presbyterian congregations will re- 
turn to the custom of kneeling for 
prayer within 25 years’—R. G. Mc- 
Dowell, moderator of the Presbyterian 
Church of New Zealand. “Public wor- 
ship as we conduct it is far too much 
a one-man affair. The congregation 
does nothing but listen to the min- 
ister.” 

“Without half trying you can have 
a full church. It’s one of those mo- 
ments in history that was made for 
the church”—Methodist Bishop Ger- 
ald H. Kennedy. The Methodist Gen- 
eral Board of Evangelism had been 
challenged by a report on the forth- 
coming population boom. 

“Why, if we have been moving dur- 
ing recent years towards an ever-wid- 
ening practice of religion, should these 
very years be those in which major 
crime statistics, juvenile delinquency 
and the U.S. divorce rate have 
mounted so _ high?—Thurston M. 
Davis, editor-in-chief of America, 
national Catholic weekly. “Where 
Protestantism has failed to maintain 
its limited integrity of faith, its ded- 
ication to biblical morality and the 
inner cohesion it once exhibited, the 
effects of these failures have been felt 
throughout ‘the entire structure of our 
society and our culture.” 


People in the News 


Dr. Lajos Ordass, one of Hungary’s 
staunchest anti-Communist religious 
leaders, has been removed from his 
post as Bishop of the Southern District 
of the Hungarian Lutheran Church. 
. . Douglas C. Percy, editorial secre- 
tary of the Sudan Interior Mission for 
ten years, has been named to the 
faculty of the Toronto Bible College, 
in charge of the missions department. 
. James DeForrest Murch, editor of 
United Evangelical Action for 13 years, 
has been appointed managing editor of 
Christianity Today. . . . Robert Elmore, 
organist of the Bible Study Hour and 
head of the organ department of the 
Philadelphia Conservatory of Music, 
was granted two honorary doctorates 
within one week in June. On June 2 he 
received an LL. D. from Alderson- 
Broaddus College and on June 8 he re- 
ceived an L. H. D. from Moravian 
College. 
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MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from page 33) 


weeping prophet, but here is Isaiah 
drenching Moab with his tears, 
gripped in his vitals for the judged. 
The reference is to a well known 
ballad, sung by the ballad singers of 
Moab, and recorded in Numbers 21: 
27-32. Moab knew the ballad, and we 
can only guess at the weeping that 
lies behind the simple phrase, “and 
they took its villages” (21:32). 
Moses was willing to be cut off for 
his people (Ex. 32:32), Paul could 
have wished himself accursed for 
them (Rom. 9:3), Habakkuk’s lips 
quivered and his steps tottered when 
he heard his prophecy (3:16). Jesus 
wept (John 11:35). “They that sow 
in tears shall reap in joy” (Ps. 126: 
$). 
Lord, give us Thy tears. 


HE WILL NOT PREVAIL (16: 12) 


We must not forget that we are 
surrounded by spiritual Moabites. 
This is why we must live close to God 
and learn to weep for those who are 
so weary of religion and find neither 
deliverance or comfort in their faith. 
On a high hill, Moab had built a tem- 
ple to his demon gods. Thereafter he 
toiled up the hill and arrived ex- 
hausted by the labor of getting to 
his god. Even when he got there, 
howling to his god (15:2), there was 
no god who could answer him, and 
so he received nothing. How won- 
derful to know that our God is with 
us! His very name is Emmanuel! We 
climb no heights to reach Him. We 
know nothing of pilgrimages or 
weariness. He is closer to us than our 
flesh. And with Him we must prevail. 

Lord. how wonderfully near! 


DAMASCUS (17: 1-6) 


Damascus has often been called 
the oldest city in the world. It has 
never been completely destroyed 
even though it has been sacked from 
time to time. If this prophecy refers 
to some destruction of the past, then 
the Bible is not historically accurate. 
But if we understand this as a ref- 
erence to the great invasion of the 
northern army at the time of the 
great tribulation, we shall see the 
truth of the whole sweep of Isaiah’s 
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prophecy. Judgment and deliver- 
ance: this is the theme of God. Judg- 
ment and deliverance: Syria will be 
so severely judged that its glory will 
fall as low as the glory of Israel. And 
that condition is likened to the olive 
harvest: the lower branches picked 
clean, the upper branches beaten 
with sticks so that only two or three 
berries remain out of the thousands 
that fill a tree. 

Lord, how devastating, but how 

just Thy judgments. 


HIS MAKER . . . THE HOLY ONE OF 
ISRAEL (17: 7) 


One might be tempted to think 
that the tribulation and desolation 
would have a curative effect upon 
man, that he would look to God be- 
cause he had been punished enough. 
No such teaching is to be found in the 
Word of God. If a man turns from 
idols to serve the living and true God 
(1 Thess. 1:9), it is because he has 
been made alive by the quickening 
touch of God. With that new life he 
turns to God. The God to whom men 
will ultimately turn is not a god of 
human imagining but the one true 
God. He is to be known, first, as 
Maker. He is our Creator. This gives 
Him all rights over us. But He is also 
the Holy One of Israel. That is, He 
is the God of blood redemption, who 
came in Jesus Christ to be our 
Savior and giver of all blessings. 

Lord, we would look only to Thee. 


THEY WILL NOT LOOK TO WHAT 
THEIR OWN FINGERS HAVE MADE 
(17: 7) 


It is man’s incredible folly to think 
so much of himself. That a man 
could make an altar with his own 
hands and think that there could be 
value or help in the stones is fantas- 
tic, but true. That a man could fash- 
ion an abomination with his fingers 
and then bow before it is unbeliev- 
able, but true. Since the “groves” 
which they made were Asherim, 
phallic symbols, the most depraved 
form of sex-degradation, we can real- 
ize how far man fell. Because he did 
not like to retain God in his knowl- 
edge (Rom. 1:28, 23), God aban- 
doned him to such depravity. The 
images mentioned here were male 


‘counterparts of the female “groves.” 


One wonders if the American sex 

cult of the body is not the same thing 

in modern dress. God says (II Peter, 

1:4) that this is the cause of the cor- 

ruption that is in the world. ; 
Lord, we thank Thee that we have 
escaped. 


YOU HAVE FORGOTTEN THE GOD 
OF YOUR SALVATION (17: 10) 


In the Psalms we read of people so 
degraded that they will abandon 
their own child. Many people who 
shudder at this thought have done 
something even baser—they have 
forgotten the God of their salvation, 
they have not remembered the God 
of their refuge. Strange, is it not, that 
believers who have known the Lord 
in the wonder of salvation should 
turn from Him to the things of the 
flesh! But as Isaac wanted meat for 
his belly, as Israel longed for the flesh- 
pots of Egypt, as David looked away 
to Bathsheba, so our flesh lusts 
against the spirit. But because our 
God is love He must always turn 
earthly beauty to ashes and earthly 
wine to vinegar. Never forget that 
though we may plant the pleasant 
plants and cultivate the slips of some 
alien god, the true God will see to it 
that there is no harvest, and that our 
own planting will produce only grief 
and pain. 

Lord, may we never forget Thee. 


THE NATIONS RUSH (17: 13, 14) 


Israel stands in God her refuge, 
and watches the nations rush by to 
their doom. Thus the believer stands 
in Christ and watches all her foes 
brought to the place of judgment. 
There is something almost nuclear in 
the description of this judgment. The 
nations rush like the rushing of 
many waters; they flee; they are 
chased as the chaff of the mountains 
before the wind, and like whirling 
dust before the storm. The speed of 
the destruction is remarkable—like 
the description of the hour-long de- 
struction of “Babylon the great” in 
the Apocalypse,—in the evening 
time, terror; before morning they are 
no more! 

Lord, Thou art for us; who can be 

against us? 
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NOT A LONG LIFE, BUT A FULL ONE 


Life of a 20th-Century Martyr 


SHADOW OF THE ALMIGHTY. Elisa- 
beth Elliot. Harper. $3.75. 


Reviewed by Clyde S. Kilby 


When I first heard that Elisabeth 
Elliot was writing a biography of her 
martyred husband James, I wondered if 
anything really significant could be 
added to the story already told in 
Through Gates of Splendor. 1 dis- 
covered that Shadows of the Almighty 
is, for me at least, fully as excellent a 
book as the former. Because it does not 
cover again the details of the martyr- 
dom, it is less dramatic, but as an in- 
sight into the engendering strength of 
soul which makes martyrs, whether 
they happen to lose their lives or not, 
this book is captivating. 

It is a good book for Christians, but 
I wish that it might be read also by 
the Beat Generation of America and 
the Angry Young Men of England. It 
would show them that the world is not 
at such a dead end as they suppose, but 
that life may be as redolent of adven- 
ture, as limitless of horizon, as ever it 
was. They would discover the glory of 
being sold out to a Cause. They would 
find a world less paled with nihilism 
and relativism than is commonly sup- 





Author Betty Elliott (r.) stands with Olive Fleming 
shortly after husbands were slain by 


Aucas 
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Jim Elliot shows up a saint in this 
book, but he is at the same time every 
inch the man. Powerful of fame and 
six feet tall, he feared nothing what- 
ever except being out of the will of 
God. “Lord, let me live to the hilt,” was 
his cry. In high school he had played 
football, and in college he was a cham- 
pion wrestler. A Greek major, he had 
the brains to graduate with highest 
honor. He loved literature and could 
narrate a horror tale by Poe so as to 
bring on the creeps. He could play the 
perfect clown when he chose. He took 
in a bull fight in Quito and loved 
it. He was sensitive aesthetically. 
The rose and deep purple of Mount 
Cayambe in Ecuador at daybreak al- 
most made him weep, and one of the 
things which gave him intense delight 
in the last year or two of his life was 
the garden of native orchids and for- 
eign flowers he was able to start beside 
his jungle home. 

From the day he first heard of the 
unreached Auca Indians, Jim acquired 
a burning desire to carry the Gospel to 
them. Long afterwards, when he ar- 
rived in Ecuador, there is frequent men- 
tion in his diary of Auca atrocities, yet 
never the slightest hint of anything on 
his part except the ample intention to 
reach these savage Indians. There are 
many intimations, almost prophecies, 
of his coming death. “I seek not a long 
life but a full one,” he wrote, and in his 
senior year in college he said, “Father, 
if Thou wilt let me go to South America 
to labor with Thee and to die, I pray 
that Thou wilt let me go soon.” One of 
his favorite sayings was, “He is no fool 
who gives what he cannot keep to gain 
what he cannot lose.” 

This book reminds me of the Con- 
fessions of Saint Augustine or the 
journal of David Brainerd. We see a 
great soul naked before the Almighty. 
At all hazards Jim was determined to 
avoid the coldness, formality, and shab- 
biness of much of what is called Chris- 
tian conduct. “God deliver me from 


7. 


the dread asbestos of ‘other things, 
he cries out, and “Lord, let me lose the 
tension of the grasping hand.” 

He reminds himself on occasion that 
he must hide away from society with 
his Bible for “a little defrosting.” It is 
the story of a man fantastically honest 
with himself. On one occasion after 
preaching in Portland he wrote, “Ter- 
ribly depressed. . . . Felt as though I 
had no preparation, no liberty, no 
power. Once I felt compelled to stop 
during the sermon and tell the people 
I didn’t have a message from God.” Yet 
Jim was actually looked upon as a 
powerful and effective preacher. “What 
a ragged, shoddy thing Christianity has 
come to be,” he said again, “honoring 
men and means, places and crowds... . 
How I should long to see the simplicity 
and powerful beauty of the New Testa- 
ment fellowship reproduced.” When 
one of his meetings went badly, Jim 
always put the blame on himself and 
his own coldness, not on the audience 
or the circumstances. 

On the mission field, Jim quickly dis- 
covered the acute danger of mere activ- 
ity and material things. “We need no 
funds here, really, nor more workers. 
What we need is spiritual power and 
vigor in the soul.” Here was a saint 
who did not lash his body with the 
whip or jump into freezing water to 
cool the flesh, but who faced himself 
and bared his soul before Almighty 
God. It is good to know that such men 
live in the 20th century. We can re- 
mind ourselves that Jim would have 
been equally great in the sight of God 
had he never been heard of as a martyr. 

Over 90 per cent of the book is in 
Jim’s own words. Mrs. Elliot has done 
well simply to edit the diary and letters 
and mainly allow Jim to speak for him- 
self. She herself has shown the same 
basic integrity as her husband in re- 
fusing to omit passages which show all 
sides of her husband’s personality. 


The reviewer is professor of English, 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, Ill. 


CALVIN’S DOCTRINE OF THE WORD 
AND SACRAMENT. Ronald S. 
Wallace. Eerdmans. 253 pp. $3. 


Reviewed by Charles C. Ryrie 


The contemporary revival of inter- 
est in Reformed theology will be 
greatly aided by this book which was 
first published in Great Britain. The 
author, a Scottish Presbyterian min- 
ister, has ably presented Calvin’s 
teachings in these two areas of doc- 
trine. The work is not a critical 
evaluation of the Reformer’s views, 
but an expression of Calvin’s teach- 
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ings in his own words. This is the 
strength of the book, for Calvin: is 


allowed to speak for himself (gen- A great Wile a all time 


erally from his Commentaries). The 
selection of quotations and _ their CLARKE’S 


arrangement has been’ masterfully 
on the entire Bible 


done by the author so that Calvin’s 
IN 6 VOLUMES 








thought is clearly impressed on the 
reader. 

Although the book may not be of 
general interest, ministers, who wisely 
incorporate the reading of theology 
into their schedule, will profit greatly 
from this work. 

The reviewer, formerly assistant profes- ADAM CLARKE 
sor of systematic theology, Dallas Theo- A 

commentary that has stood the 
a Se a test of time and usage! Thousands 


the Philadelphia College of Bible. 
ws of preachers, teachers, and students 
























EGYPT IN BIBLICAL PROPHECY. Wil- of the Bible testify that for ac- 
bur M. Smith. Wilde. 256 pp. curacy of Scriptural interpretation 
$3.50. and sensible and practical applica- 

Reviewed by Ralph L. Keiper tion, Clarke’s is the commentary 
; you ‘need. 

Another timely book has come from This 6-volume edition has been 
Dr. Wilbur M. Smith, of Fuller Theo- 

; ; . - designed to give you Clarke’s in a 
logical Seminary. Since the rise of Nas- readable and useful format. And the 
ser everyone has become interested in durable buckram binding will stand 
Egypt and the Arab world. The for- k 

: : . the wear you'll give these books! 
mation of the United Arab Republic Single volumes, $4.50; 


has given stimulus to this interest. 
What place has Egypt in Bible proph- 


ecy? Dr. Smith gives us the answer. 
The value of this book is great be- Order From Your Bookstore 


cause it has not been written with a 

careless dogmatism. Various views are A bi | 4 G 1) 0 ® p re FE S S 
presented, the interrelation between 
the historical and the prophetic views 
are set forth, and then the author sets 


forth his own viewpoint clearly and THE BRI DG é is Lov £ 


concisely. Dr. Smith holds the premil- 


6-volume set, $24. 50 











lennial position. by Hans A. de Boer 
The presentation is not trite, as a Foreword by Dr. MarTIN NIEMOLLER 
reading of the contents will show. Some in dieendiaite siniel ote er 
. . E r personal probe 
of the subjects discussed wend the follow of discrimination th Africa, Asia, Australia and 
ing: The geographical factors in biblical America provides for the reader interested in 
prophecy; the three great collections the ferment beneath the surface of world events 


and the wave of the future a book that is unex- 


of prophecies concerning nations; 
oo“ 8 : celled in Christian discernment and compassion. 


Egypt in the history of the Hebrew $4.50 
people; the burden of Egy pt and other ‘*Christian journalism of the highest order!’’ 
prophecies concerning Egypt’s humil- —Mawnenees Lae 





iation; “The Tongue of the Egyptian 
Sea;” Israel’s retreat to Egypt and her 
final second exodus; the King of the 
South; Egypt in some 19th century 
prophetic literature; biblical prophecies 
relating to Egypt in modern mission- 
ary literature; the strange cult of the 
pyramidists; “blessed be Egypt”— 
Egypt’s final redemption. 

The indexes in this volume are most 
helpful. Apart from a good subject and 
name index, and a full index of bibli- 
cal references, there is an appendix 
containing an outline arrangement of 
Old Testament prophecies relating to 
Egypt in the approximate order of their 
deliverance. 

Among the many interesting things 
is an excellent discussion of Daniel 11, 
which has been an enigma to Bible ex- | At your WM. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING CO. 
positors. Dr. Smith beats a path bookstore GRAND RAPIDS 3. MICHIGAN 
through the jungle of kingdoms and 
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THE GREATEST OF 
THESE IS LOVE 


by A, A. VAN RULER 


The author reveals an original and provocative 
mind as he considers afresh the concept of love set 
forth by Paul in I Corinthians 13. In 25 stimulating 
chapters he pictures the exultant climb of Christian 
love, and discloses that which proceeds from the 
mind and heart of man when changed and con- 
trolled by the love of God. $2.00 


‘* Refreshingly new ... magnificent in its strength.’’ 
—DONALD F. ACKLAND 





























The faith that inspired the 
martyrdom immortalized in 
“Through Gates of Splendor” 


Shadow 
of the 
Almighty 


The Life and Testament 
of Jim Elliot 


By ELISABETH ELLIOT 


T= is the inspiring biography 
of one of the missionaries who 
hoped, planned and ultimately 
perished in a daring attempt to 
bring the Gospel to savage In- 
dians in the jungles of Ecuador. 
From the journals which Jim 
Elliot kept, his widow has se- 
lected the most powerful, reveal- 
ing passages and woven around 
them the story of his life. IN THE 
SHADOW OF THE ALMIGHTY is 
both a tremendous biography of 
an adventurous life, and thrilling 
devotional literature. 


“The perfect complement to 
Through Gates of Splendor. . 
will challenge Christian youth 
for many years to come. We des- 
perately need Jim Elliot’s kind 
of dedication among youth to- 
day.”—Tep W.-ENGsTROM, Presi- 
dent, Youth for Christ 
“Elisabeth Elliot has the -inti- 
mate touch with God which en- 
ables her to express the mystical 
experience, the spiritual struggle 
and personal devotion of Jim 
Elliot . . . will inspire all who 
read it.”—HAROLD J. OCKENGA 
“A fascinating portrayal of a 
modern missionary martyr.” 
—FRANK E,. GAEBELEIN 


With 16 pages of illustrations, 
end-papers, Bible sources 
At your bookseller + $3.75 
HARPER & BROTHERS, N.Y. 16 
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empires, tracing secular history as. it 
parallels Daniel’s prophecy and then 
shows that there are a number of de- 
tails which are yet to be fulfilled. In 
tracing the prophetic literature of the 
19th century, he has shown the pitfalls 
into which students of prophecy can 
fall by identifying details in Bible 
prophecy with events current at the 
time of presentation. 

This volume will be a welcome ad- 
dition to one’s prophetic library. 





EDUCATION THAT IS CHRISTIAN. 
Lois E. LeBar. Revell. 252 pp. 
$3.75. 


Reviewed by C. Adrian Heaton 


Education That Is Christian is an 
honest attempt to bring together the 
best in contemporary educational the- 
ory and a genuine conservative under- 
standing of the Bible. Although much 
of the volume is taken with Bible an- 
alysis and references, Dr. Lois E. Le- 





BILLY GRAHAM DEFENDED 


Too Narrow for a High House 


COOPERATIVE EVANGELISM. IS BILLY 
GRAHAM RIGHT OR WRONG? 
Robert O. Ferm. Zondervan. 99 pp. 
$.75. 


Reviewed by William Thorn 


One of the pet arguments of the con- 
servative Protestant leaders who op- 
pose the broad-base cooperative evan- 
gelistic campaigns of Billy Graham 
is that none of the other major evan- 
gelists of the past accepted the cooper- 
ation of liberals in their campaigns. 
That argument has been demolished in 
84 interesting pages by Dr. Robert O. 
Ferm, Dean of Students at Houghton 
College. 

He has traced the history of co- 
operative evangelism through the 
major evangelists: Jonathan Edwards, 
George Whitefield, John Wesley, 
Charles G. Finney, Dwight L. Moody 
and Billy Sunday. That this has been 
done in a scholarly fashion is attested 
by the bibliography. All of these men 
accepted support from the- established 
churches, regardless of the theological 
diversity within them. For this they all 
suffered the criticism of the religious 
exclusivists of their generations. 

Christ Himself suffered at the hands 
of the separatists of His day, and His 
reply, “They that be whole need not a 
physician, but they that are sick” has 
been applied by each evangelist in 
turn. 

Edwards said, “I feel no disposition 
to treat any minister as if I supposed 
that he were finally rejected of God.” 
When the Scottish church closed its 
doors to Whitefield because of his in- 
clusivist policy, he said, “I thought 
their foundation too narrow for any 
high house to be built upon.” Wesley 
never withdrew from the Anglican 
church. Moody’s association with 
Romanists and the liberals, Henry 
Drummond and George Adam Smith, 


would make the broadest conservative 
of our day flinch. Sunday went any- 
where that he was invited to preach the 
gospel. 

All of these men had certain things 
in common: they believed that preach- 
ing the gospel was the most important 
thing in the world; they were gracjous 
enough that they had a hearing from 
all but the extremists on the theological 
right and left; and God mightily blessed 
their efforts with the salvation of souls 
and the awakening of the church. 

Dr. Ferm, in a section on “Cooper- 
ative Evangelism and the New Testa- 
ment” points out that “true separation 
is of the heart and is never a mechani- 
cal isolation.” In the face of the tenor 
and testimony of the entire New Testa- 
ment, II Corinthians 6:14 will not 
stand the “straight line extension” (as 
Dr. Stephen W. Paine calls it in the 
foreword) which the separatists have 
given it. (The direct application of the 
verse is to “filthiness of the flesh and 
spirit.”) : 

One would think that the critics 
might be convinced by the works (John 
10:38), but such has not been the Case. 
Dr. Ferm has put his finger on the 
reason—the results are a reproof to 
their works. Failing conviction one 
might hope that the harrassers might 
heed Romans 14:4: “Who art thou that 
judgest another man’s servant? to his 
own master he standeth or falleth.” 

It will not do for the critic to pro- 
fess brotherly love in one sentence and 
then spend a hundred more denounc- 
ing the object of this “brotherly love” 
before the world. The world is blind, 
and it doesn’t understand what appears 
to it to be hypocrisy and strife. 

Dr. Ferm has done the church a real 
service in a very convincing manner. 


The reviewer is a Philadelphia attorney 
and a member of the Board of Directors 
of The Evangelical Foundation, Inc. 
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Bar makes it clear that to her, the 
Bible is the means to be used in bring- 
ing folk to the Living Word, Christ 
Jesus. 

After a brief first chapter tracing 
the need for Christian foundations in 
education and a second chapter ex- 
amining. the philosophies of John 
Dewey and John Amos Comenius, Dr. 
LeBar goes back to careful study of 
Jesus, the Teacher come from God, 
and insights gathered from other parts 
of Scripture. From these biblical 
sources, she brings together the ulti- 
mate objective of approaching God 
through Christ Jesus who reaches us 
by means of His life-centered Word. 

The learning theory expounded in 
the book stresses creativity, informal- 
ity, genuineness of inter-personal re- 
lationships of teachers and pupils, the 
totality of life experience and depend- 
ence upon the Holy Spirit in Christian 
learning. These topics are dealt with 
simply and with abundant illustration 
and biblical allusion. No doubt Chris- 
tian teachers will be greatly helped 
by reading this volume. 

The reviewer is professor of Christian 
Education at Eastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Philadelphia. 


EVANGELICAL RESPONSIBILITY IN 
CONTEMPORARY THEOLOGY. Car! 
F. H. Henry. Eerdmans. 89 pp. 
$1.50. 
Reviewed by Richard Allen Bodey 


This book was first delivered as a 
lecture series and then printed in 
Christianity Today, which Dr. Henry 
edits. Taken together, these lectures 
carefully analyze the present theolog- 
ical tension and attempt to redirect 


evangelical thought into relevant 
pursuits. 
In chapter one Henry, leaning 


heavily on Harry Emerson Fosdick’s 
recent autobiography, exposes. the 
aberrations of classical modernism 
which he convincingly demonstrates 
is still alive. In chapter two he dis- 
cusses fundamentalism and its tragic 
reduction of Christianity to a nucleus 
of essential but incomplete doctrinal 
truths. In chapter three he points up 
the strength and weaknesses of the 
neo-orthodox reconstruction. In chap- 
ter four he charts the way whereby 
evangelical thought can regain rele- 
vance and thus discharge its contem- 
porary responsibility. 

The book is marked by balanced 
judgment, mature thought, and con- 
structive criticism. Instead of abro- 
gating wholesale the prevailing theo- 
logical systems, it seeks to preserve 
the values of each by weaving them 
into a sane and _ sound biblical 
approach. 

The reviewer is pastor of the Third 
Presbyterian Church, North Tonawanda, 
N. Y. 
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ETERNITY REPORTS: 


This critical analysis by leading scholars 


examines the best books in print concerning 


The Life of Jesus Christ 


No follower of Christ should be with- 
out an adequate volume on the life of 
Christ in his personal library. But 
hundreds of such biographies have been 
written, and many Christians are con- 
fused as to which are best, which are 
the most reliable, which are best suited 
to their particular needs. 

To get the answers, the editors of 
ETERNITY wrote several New Testa- 
ment scholars for their opinions regard- 
ing the best books on the life of Christ. 
Those who responded to this survey 
were Donald W. Burdick, Conservative 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Denver; 
George H. Cramer, Providence-Bar- 
rington Bible College; Everett F. 
Harrison, Fuller Theological Seminary; 
J. Dwight Pentecost, Dallas Theological 
Seminary; and Wilber B. Wallis, Cove- 
nant Theological Seminary. We are in- 
debted to them for the information. 

Three books on the life of Christ 
were judged to be outstanding. The 
following descriptions of these books 
are compilations of opinion and may 
not necessarily reflect the opinion of 
any one scholar. 

The Life and Times of Jesus the 
Messiah. Alfred Edersheim. Eerdmans. 

(1) Unequalled in knowledge of 
Hellenistic and especially Jewish back- 
ground of the life of Christ; (2) Gives 
abundant materials in appendices for 
reference and research in Hellenistic 
and Rabbinic literature; (3) Readable 
and eloquent narrative and interpreta- 
tion of the life of Christ, suitable for 
the general reader, but will challenge 
the most advanced student; (4) Not 
burdened with the mechanics of debate 
and exegesis; (5) Demonstrates an 
abundance of sanctified imagination; 
(6) Uncritical use of sources; (7) 
Fullness of discussion extends to two 
large volumes, although a one-volume 
abridgement is now available which 
sacrifices some of his grandeur -of 
style; (8) May be disagreement on 
order of events in life of Christ. 

The Christ of the. Gospels, an Ex- 
egetical Study. J. W. Shepard. Eerd- 
mans. 

(1) A recent work based on a har- 
mony of the Gospels; (2) Based on 
the grammatical and historical method 
of exegesis, it is essentially expository; 
(3) Shows familiarity with much of the 
literature on the life of Christ; (4) Use- 
ful both to layman and pastor; (5) 


Good for a connected and progressive 
exegetical study of the Gospels; (6) 
Non-dispensational; amillennial; (7) 
Shades of meaning found in Greek text 
incorporated unobtrusively in the main 
text and technical Greek terms are con- 
fined to the footnotes; (8) thoroughly 
sound in doctrine, though some would 
disagree with Two-Document Theory 
of Synoptic origins. 

The Life of Our Lord upon the Earth. 
Samuel J. Andrews. Zondervan. 

(1) Minute and exhaustive discus- 
sions of chronological and geographical 
points; (2) For the advanced student, 
though the general reader could profit 
by it; (3) Decisive on debated points: 
after full discussion, conclusions are 
plainly stated; (4) Gives little doctrinal 
interpretation; (5) Almost a century 
old and consequently needs supple- 
menting from more recent arche- 
ological and historical discussions; (6) 
Does not give adequate orientation to 
critical and philosophical attacks on 
truthfulness of Gospel narrative; (7) 
Less attention to the theological aspects 
and spiritual lessons than in many 
other books; (8) Does not treat the 
didactic sections of the Gospels, nor 
the discourses of Christ. 

In addition to these three choices of 
best books on the life of Jesus Christ, 
the following books received one men- 
tion each. 

The Life of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 
John Peter Lange. 4 vol. Theological 
and devotional as well as exegetical. 

The Crises of the Christ. G. Camp- 
bell Morgan. A profound treatment of 
the epochal moments of the Lord’s min- 
istry. 

The Life of Jesus Christ. James 
Stalker. Admirably adapted for a stu- 
dent’s first introduction to the subject. 

Christ in His Suffering, Christ on 
Trial, Christ Crucified. K. Schilder. 
Penetrating analysis of the last days of 
Christ’s life on earth. 

Christology and Criticism. B. B. 
Warfield. Unrivalled in clarity and 
power of apologetic argument. 

The Life of Christ. Adam Fahling. 
From Lutheran viewpoint, very com- 
mendable in its treatment of chronol- 
ogy and the interbiblical period. 

Other ETERNITY book surveys soon 
to appear cover Bible concordances, 
missionary biographies and books on 
pastoral counseling. 


ETERNITY 








ONE LORD 
(Continued from page 27) 


gave him glory.” Now in John 17:22 
Jesus says, “The glory which thou 
hast given me I have given to them.” 
are one.” Oh, do you understand 
your place in the plan of God? Do 
you understand that God loves you 
because of Christ, and God is de- 
termined to make you like Christ? 
He will whittle you, He will cut 
away, He will rub you with sand- 
paper X-fine, and ultimately He 
will accomplish that for which you 
were predestined. Oh, how many 
people glibly recite Romans 8:28 
without knowing Romans _ 8:29! 
They say, “Yes, we know that all 
things work together for good to 
them that love God, to them who are 
the called according to his purpose.” 
But what is His purpose? It is this: 
“For whom he did foreknow, he 
also did predestinate to be con- 
formed to the image of his Son, that 
he might be the firstborn among 
many brethren” (Rom. 8:29). God 
will never stop working on you un- 
til you become like Christ. “It does 
not yet appear what we shall be, but 
we know that when he appears we 
shall be like him” (1 John 3:2). 

In effect, Jesus says to us, “What 
do you think I came down here for? 
I came to redeem you; I have a 
dowry for you.” What is the Bride- 
groom’s present to His bride? “The 
glory which thou hast given me I 
have given to them.” This is our 
destiny. 

The Bible tells us that the Lord 
of Glory has fallen in love with us, 
has set His love upon us! God 
“raised him from the dead and gave 
him glory,” and “the glory that thou 
gavest me I have given to them.” 
Can you ever be the same again 
when you realize that Jesus Christ 
loves you like that? Can you be the 
same when you know that you have 
been joined to Him, that your dowry 
is nothing less than the glory of the 
Godhead? We are not lifted to the 
level of angels, principalities, powers 
or even the archangel; we are sons 
of God, to be seated upon the throne 
of the Lord Jesus, joined with Him 
in the administration of the universe. 
This is our One Lord. 
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NIGERIA ENDORSES 


PTL CAMPAIGN 





Premier Obafemi Awolowo, Premier of the Western Region of Nigeria, enthusiastically 
backs the PTL campaign of scripture distribution and evangelization with these words: 
I would like to assure you of my wholehearted 
&e support and of the support of all the Christians in 99 
Nigeria. .. . Thank you for the Pocket Testament. 

We need two million gospels for the Nigerian Campaign. Pray for the preach- 
ing and distributing of the Word of God in the five languages of Nigeria. 


ects The Docket Testament League - fammmolanal 








DONT BE PUZZLED 


about the meaning of all those interesting 
types, signs, symbols and figures in the Bible 


Wilson's Dictionary of Bible Types 
explains 4739 of these types clearly and plainly 


Order from your favorite book store, or from the Author 
DR. WALTER L. WILSON, 110 E. 31st Terr., Kansas City 11, Mo. 


(Give this book to your Bible Student at College, an invaluable gift) 
Price $6.95 Postpaid 

















Make your talks dynamic, your teaching easier with Story-O-Graph Bible 
characters. REALISTIC, LIFE-LIKE DRAWINGS, Full COLOR, large size. 

13 colorful hand painted backg d: : 
Vis-U-Fold—Aluminum Telescopic Tripod and fabric board: folds into 
compact roll. 





Write for FREE folder and price list to 
STORY-O-GRAPHS, P.O. Box 145M, Dept. 18, Pasadena, California 


BROOKS BIBLE WORK BOOKS 


By DR. KEITH L. BROOKS 


Use Question-and-Answer Method to Uncover Spiritual Riches 
This amazing series of 23 titles covers the important parts of 
God’s word and yields up the pure gold of its teaching equally 

for simple converts or scholarly minds. Searching questions 
are answered with Bible references to be looked up and 
written down. Try this simple direct method and discover 

the blessing possible from even a few minutes a day. 


BEGIN NOW TO KNOW THE BIBLE BETTER 


Junior Bible Work Book .35c Doctrinal Studies .....60c 
Heart of John’s Gospel _.25c Prophetic Research ________. 75 
Christian Character Course.30c Gospel of Matthew.._.75c 
Bible Principles of Prayer.30c X-Ray of Romans ........... 50c 


Order today from your book stu: or direct. Write for Free Book | 


Bulletin and sample copy of tl. monthly magazine 
Monthly. 


AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, INC., P.0.Box 41198E Los Angeles 41, Calif. 
43 

















SAVE POSTAGE STAMPS 


Please send all U. 8S. and foreign post- 
age stamps, except small, common, cur- 
rent le, 2c, and 3e U. 8S. stamps, to the 
address below. 3 U. S. commemorative 
stamps greatly desired. Soaking is not 
necessary. Leave 4” of paper around 
the stamp, being careful not to damage 
or clip the perforations. Mark envelopes 
and packages ETERNITY. The stamps 
will then be sold for the benefit of 
ETERNITY. 
S. F. JOHNSON 
1932 Fillmore Street 


Hollywood, Fla. 
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understand the: 


© Send me folder described above. 
O Send me information on other depts. 





. . their characteristics and how to 
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CITIES OF EVERYWHERE 
(Continued from page 24) 


eloquent words, but with a sincere 
interest in their lives. 

It is not the eloquence of our 
words. One of the most memorable 
witnesses to Jesus Christ in my 
memory was in Japan a couple of 
months after the end of the Second 
World War. A group of us from one 
of the bomber commands was visit- 
ing one of the devastated areas. 
Most of us were at that time church 
members but not yet Christians. We 


McGUFFEY'S READERS 


After a long costly gy reprints of the original 
1879 revised ditions of eo amous McGuffey’s Readers 
have been comple and can now i exact 
copies at the following low Seiees POSTPAID: 
ist Reader... $2.25 4th Reader... $3.25 
2nd Reader.........$2.50 Sth Reader... $3.50 
3rd Reader... $2.75 6th Reader.......$3.75 


OLD AUTHORS, Dept. TY-9, Rowan, lowa 
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talked with a Japanese teen-ager 
who showed us the snapshots she 
had of her home before it had been 
bombed, and the piano she loved, 
with which she had once hoped to 
be a pianist, which was destroyed, 
and the picture of her parents, who 
were also killed. As we looked at 
the tin shack in which she was 
living, we tried feebly to say that 
somehow we were sorry that this had 
come to her, and that she was alone. 

But seeing the look of pity on 
our faces, she said, “Oh no!” and 
lifting a golden chain about her 
neck she brought forth a cross and 
said simply, “Me Christian.” The 
smile of triumphant hope and radi- 
ance on her face as she held up that 
cross told us what Jesus Christ 
meant to her. 

We must never forget that the 
church of Jesus Christ goes on only 
by each Christian proclaiming Jesus 
Christ to the lost of his generation. 

We are not all preachers, but all 
of us are ambassadors for Christ, 
God making his appeal to this sinful, 
needy world through you and me. 





“do you make these mistakes 
in teaching 4’s and 5’s?”’ 


Do you expect them to worship the same way you do or do you 
guide them to spontaneous worship through things they see 

and hear? Do you lead them or command them? Do you have a one 
hour baby-sitting session or an hour of enjoyable learning 
experiences? Teaching Beginners can be a satisfying, resultful 
experience with age-slanted materials and techniques. Take this 
step to more effective teaching. Send for this folder. You’ll 

gain new insight into why your 4’s and 5’s act the way they do 

. . . how to reach them more effectively for Christ in the 
Sunday School class. You’ll appreciate the helpful tips on 
teaching and the new teaching techniques made available to you 
through Scripture Press lesson materials that exalt the Lord 
Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord. Descriptive folders on other 
departments, too. Send for them today. 


Here is why more and more schools each year use Scripture Preag 
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CHURCH AND EVANGELISM 
(Continued from page 13) 
sphere of evangelism. If the Church is 
composed of living stones and is not a 
building of physical and material brick 
and stone, then there is nothing sac- 
rosanct about the building per se, even 
though it is dedicated to God and is 
called a sanctuary. It may well then be 
asked if this building commonly re- 
ferred to as the church is used for 
evangelistic meetings, are such meet- 
ings essentially church functions? The 
unbeliever is invited to these meetings; 
therefore, can they truly be described 
as church meetings? Would it not be 
clearer to all if these meetings were 
not confused with the true and essen- 
tial functions of the Church? Must we 
not conclude that many of our atti- 
tudes today are but practical expedi- 
ents rather than a careful following of 

the clear teaching of Scripture. 

God gives to the Church His minis- 
ters, pastors, evangelists, and teachers 
for the upbuilding of ordinary Chris- 
tians for their special ministry. For the 
evangelization of the world God gives 
certain men a special gift which is not 
acquired by training or by study, for 
this is a divine impartation. This is the 
gift of an evangelist. God also intends 
that every believer should be a wit- 
ness, that he should engage in the min- 
istry of evangelism and the proclama- 
tion of the good news by life as well as 
by lip, that men may believe and to be 
saved. There are no passive inert 
Christians provided for in the econ- 
omy of God. 

It must always be remembered, how- 
ever, that while it is the responsibility 
of every Christian to be a witness to 
Christ in the world, this is to be ac- 
complished in fellowship with other 
Christians in the Church and, in a 
sense, under the authority of the 
Church, providing such authority is 
exercised according to Scripture. One 
of the greatest problems we face today 
is a spirit of individualism and inde- 
pendence which results in much activ- 
ity and organization which has no 


clear relationship to the Church and to 
other Christians. 

When the Church is the Church, 
functions as the Church, and is a light 
shining in a dark place, men will be- 
lieve. In one sense, the witness of the 
Church to the world is seen most 
clearly when the Church fulfills its 
function Godward as a heavenly body. 
God grant that the Church once more 
will be the Church and function as 
true Church Godward. 








Unutterable 
Days in 
Historic PHILADELPHIA 


Where the famed Liberty Bell can be seen 
and where you will hear the best news ever 
to fall on mortal ears. 
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PLAN NOW TO ATTEND THIS 
“INEXPRESSIBLE” 


21st Ge B. M. Cc. 
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 


Headquarters 
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN HOTEL 
OCTOBER 15-19, 1958 


**REACHING FORTH’? 


is the theme, so come and see how 
men in all walks of life testify for 
God. Your heart will be set aflame. 
Your spirit will be aroused. Your 
feet will go apace. A unique 
program for everyone. Bring 
the ladies. Everybody 
welcome. 

Make your 
reservation now 
WRITE TO 
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INVITATION TO NEW YORK 


September 1958 






Free program on request. Famous 
missionary speakers: Dr. Oswald J. 
Smith, Dr. A. W. Tozer, Dr. 

R. R. Brown, Dr. Clyde Taylor and 
many others, PLUS colored films, 
special music, and displays. 


ANNIVERSARY MISSIONARY CONVENTION 


OCTOBER 5-12, 1958 


Gospel Tabernacle 
8th Ave. at 44th St. 
in the heart of Times Square 
Or. Paris W. Reidhead, Pastor 





NOW I GET MORE 
AND GIVE MORE 





My American Bible Society 
Annuity Agreement gives 
me a bigger, more secure 
income...and | do more for 
others 


1. You too can get a generous in- 
come immediately—as much as 
7.4%, depending on your age. 


2. You too can get a substantial 
deduction from your income tax— 
and an income largely tax exempt. 


3. You too can get the same re- 
turn regularly all your life with no 
investment worry or expense. 


4. You too can help others by 
buying an Annuity Agreement 
which aids the American Bible 
Society in its vital ministry of dis- 
tributing the Scriptures. 
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PEYTON PLACE 
(Continued from page 21) 


seeking assistance from mental hos- 
pitals. 

Of course, this terrible increase in 
mental illness is certainly not all due 
to increased sex freedom. But at 
least you can’t argue that sex free- 
dom has produced less mental illness. 
With one hammer blow after 
another, Sorokin drives home his 
point: emphasis on sex leads to the 
breakdown of moral integrity; it de- 
stroys the will to cultural creativity; 
it prevents happiness; it wrecks 
homes; it fractures every sacred 
value of life. 

The question that confronts us is 
simply this: If our culture has drifted 
into this state where we are bom- 
barded by such a multiplicity of sex 
suggestions, how can we prevent our 
own deterioration and the destruc- 
tion of our society? 

It can only be done as we accept 
the full responsibility of our human- 
ity. We are more than Homo sex- 


ualis; we are Homo. sapiens. More 
than body desiring, we are judging, 
discriminating, intelligent people. 
Paul wrote to his Peyton Place, 
“The lesson we must learn, my 
brothers, is at all costs to avoid wor- 
shipping a false god. I am speaking 
to you as intelligent men. Think 
over what I am saying.” 

How intelligent are we? Jesus said, 
“Not everyone that saith unto me, 
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven, but he that 
doeth the will of my Father which 
is in Heaven.” 

And what is His will on this sub- 
ject? Jesus said, “Ye have heard 
that it hath been said of old time, 
‘Thou shalt not commit adultery,’ 
but I say unto you whosoever 
looketh on a woman to lust after 
her hath committed adultery already 
in his heart.” 

On the basis of that statement and 
others, Paul wrote to Corinth, to 
Peyton Place, and to every other 
place: “Do not be deceived; neither 
the immoral, nor idolaters, nor 


adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor 
thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunk- 
ards, nor revilers, nor robbers will 
inherit the Kingdom of God.” 

Our responsibility is for individual 
rectitude. We accept the glory of sex 
and thank God for it; but it is a 
glory to be cherished by Homo 
sapiens: discriminating intelligence. 

We say, “Here is something that 
is good, therefore I want it. Here is 
something evil, therefore I reject it.” 
The evil is over-indulgence or wrong 
indulgence induced by over-empha- 
sis and too much suggestion. To 
counter this, Paul gives another sug- 
gestion. He says, “Remember, you 
belong to Christ.” This means that 
you have new springs of action. He 
says, “Have you forgotten that your 
body is the temple of the Holy 
Spirit?” The life of God is actually 
in you. 

When a man appreciates what 
God has done for him in Christ, and 
that this living love is resident in his 
own body, he has a new resource, a 
new power for the good life. 








whose Sunday school enrollment has 
grown steadily from about 100 to nearly 400 


The actual experience of Minnetonka Community Church, Minnetonka Mills, Minnesota 
in just six years. 


“Gospel Light Lessons have 
stimulated a greater interest 
in the study of God’s Word...” 


“After carefully examining various Sunday school lessons we 
found that GospeL LicHT’s complete program of closely-graded 
Bible lessons offered the best solution to our particular problems, 
I’m personally convinced that GospEL LicHt Lessons have 
stimulated a greater interest in the study of God’s Word among 
all our students . . . and teacher turn-over has been 
virtually eliminated. 


“Our Sunday school has had wonderful results since switching 
to Gospet Licut Lessons in 1952 — and our attendance has 
increased from about 100 to nearly 400.” 


Mr. Robert Jacobson 
Sunday school Superintendent 
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J. B. PHILLIPS 
(Continued from page 10) 


lator. In trying to make plain to the 
reader a particular passage, the trans- 
lator must interpret, and when he in- 
terprets, he injects his own thought 
into the original. As honorable as 
Phillips’ intentions to avoid this may 
have been, any critical reader will dis- 
cover interpretation as well as strict 
translation in his paraphrase. 

Also, a paraphrase may foster the 
idea that the original wording does not 
matter, that everything is irrelevant 
but the over-all impression. 

But the proof is in the eating. So 
let’s turn to two familiar passages and 
see how Phiilips has handled them: 

Philippians 2: “Let Christ Himself 
be your example as to what your atti- 
tude should be. For He, Who had al- 
ways been God by nature, did not 
cling to His prerogatives as God’s 
Equal, but stripped Himself of all priv- 
ilege by consenting to be a slave by na- 
ture and being born a mortal man. 
And, having become man, He humbled 
Himself by living a life of utter obe- 
dience, even to the extent of dying, and 
the death he died was the death of a 
common criminal.” 

Acts 26: “While he was thus defend- 
ing himself, Festus burst out, “You are 


raving, Paul! All your leaning has 
driven you mad!” 

But Paul replied: 

“TI am not mad, Your Excellency. I 
speak nothing but the sober truth. The 
king knows of these matters, and I can 
speak freely before him. I cannot be- 
lieve that any of these matters has 
escaped his notice, for it has 
been no_ hole-and-corner _ business. 
King Agrippa, do you believe the 
prophets? But I know that you believe 
them.” 

“Much more of this, Paul,” returned 
Agrippa, “and you will be making me a 
Christian!” 

“Ah,” replied Paul, “whether it 
means ‘much more’ or ‘only a little,’ I 
would to God that you and all who can 
hear me this day might stand where I 
stand—but without these chains!” 

This is Phillips’ paraphrase. It is a 
brilliant attempt to put Scriptures in 
modern English and will enrich the 
spiritual life of all who read it. It gains 
prominence because it is down-to-earth, 
produced by a working preacher for a 
youth group in London. 

J. B. Phillips has long since left the 
corrugated iron shelter which housed 
that London congregation. At his 
bishop’s request he became vicar of 
St. John’s, Redhill, a large church in a 
parish of over 12,000 people. But visi- 
tors and correspondence came to Red- 


hill in such volume that he was forced 
to retire to a little seaside town of 
Swanage on the Dorset coast of 
Southern England. There he devotes 
himself to “Christian communication.” 

He has no ambition to translate the 
entire Old Testament, as he has done. 
the New Testament, but he may work 
on Isaiah and Amos and some others 
which contain Messianic prophecies. 

His heart still goes out to the com- 
mon man. If he can help him under- 
stand the Scriptures and the teaching 
of Christ, he feels that he will have ful- 
filled his calling in life. 

The New Testament in Modern 
English, out this month, is a giant 
stride in that direction. 
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PASTOR 

. I have found Gosre. Licut 

PRE to be thoroughly Christ- 
centered and unquestionably reliable. 
It is a source of real satisfaction 

to me as a pastor to know that the 

material used in our Sunday 

school is Biblically sound and 
doctrinally correct.” 


Rev. Kenneth Churchill, Pastor 


TEACHER 





WRITE TODAY FOR HELPFUL 24 PAGE GUIDE 
“That Ye May Teach” . . . complete 
with an organizational chart to help 
your Sunday school grow . .. or see 
your authorized GLP dealer! 
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“GosPEL Licut Lessons have truly 
been an inspiration to me in 
Sunday school work. The fact that 
these lessons teach the whole Bible 
gives the student a very good under- 
of Scripture. As Primary 
superintendent I especially appreciate 
the closely-graded concept which fits 
lessons to each age and grade.” 


Mrs. Alberta Benhardus, Supt., Prrmary Dept. 
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Learning-Level Bible Lessons! 
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Present enrollment of our Sunday school. 
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Through the Grace of God - - 


—in the fiscal year 1957-1958, The Bible Study 
Hour has received in gifts just $365 more than the 
year’s expenses. God has kept us “in the black” by 
just one dollar each day. 

This is the heart of The Bible Study Hour’s 1957- 
1958 Stewardship Report, recently mailed to more 
than 30,000 Christian men and women who support 
the broadcast with regular prayers and gifts. 


Many subscribers to ETERNITY Magazine are also 


faithful Partners and donors in the radio ministry of 
The Bible Study Hour. But those who are not so 
familiar with the broadcast will be keenly interested 
in this report, which shows in detail the financial 
operation and the achievements of the program in 
the year just past. 

To get your free copy of The Bible Study Hour 
Stewardship Report for 1957-1958, mail your re- 
quest to the address below. 


THE BIBLE STUDY HOUR * BOX 2000, PHILADELPHIA * BOX 4020, TERMINAL A, TORONTO 











Donald Grey Barnhouse, Speaker 
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‘Most 
Helpful 
Bible 
Published 


Reveals Spiritual Meaning 


Gives Desired Intormation More 


55 FEATURES... 


Verses 


Quickly 


x7 GREAT DEPARTMENTS MAKE— 


THE NEW CHAIN-REFERENCE BIBLE 


Truly a Bible PLUS a Biblical Library 
in ONE Volume 


EDITED BY REV. F. C. THOMPSON, D.D., PH. D. 


READ WHAT OTHERS SAY: 


Destice Gienn Terrell, Former Chief Justice of the 

preme Court of Florida: “The inscription over the 

ntrance of the Library of the Florida State College 

ffor Women in Tallahassee, my is: 

‘The Half of Knowledge Is to Know Where to 

Find Know! Selige. 

The New Chain Reference Bible. is ‘Where’ to find 
the fullest spiritual truths and to gain the most com- 
plete knowledge of the Bible in the easiest way. For 
the past two years I have used the New Chain Refer- 
ence Bible and I have. found it the best of them all.” 
Dr. r: “I feel-that no student should 
be without this splendid aid to Bible study and in- 
struction.” The Late Dr. Walter A. Maler: “I use the 
New Chain Reference Bible with continued delight 
and would not be without it.” Dr. Robert G. 
“This is to testify that I have used the Thompson 
Chain Reference Bible for several years in my study 


market today. I wish that every reader of the Bible 
and every student of the Bible had a copy of ins 
unusually helpful Bible.” Dr. Charles E. Fuller: 

wish every preacher and teacher of the Word had b 
copy of this most usable and logical reference work.” 
Dr. J. A. Huffman: *I have never seen so much 
splendid help crowded into a single volume of the 
Bible.” The Late Dr. J. B. Tidwell: ‘“‘The New Chain 
Reference Bible is the best yet. It has more helps 
than any other Bible.” Dr. Leander S. Keyser: “The 
New Chain Reference Bible is a treasure-house of 
useful information. Surely, this is the Bible that 
ought to be in every home.” Dr. H. Framer Smith: 
“I find that it surpasses them all for real practical 
helps. To anyone desiring a better knowledge of the 
Scriptures I would say, examine this work before 
buying any other Bible.” Dr. Bob Jones, Sr.: “TI 
wish I could influence every Christian to purchase 


of the Bible. 


I believe it is the very best on the one of these Bibles.” 


Rapidly Replacing Other Bibles —Has So Many More New Helps! 


Unique chart showing Origin and Growth of the English 
of comparing Bib- 


of the Bible. 
of the New Testament. 
Bible. 


Memory Verses selected from each Book of the 


Seven Editions of Divine Law. 
of the 1 Son. 
Mnemonics, or how to memorize. 
siemeoend Bes Methods of Bible Study. 

] of the River of Inspiration. 
Markings, Explaining best methodsiof marking 
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Features In Text Cyclopedia 

Correlated 

and sub-toples. 
Great Truths of the Bible. Enables 
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to ctuly he Constructive and Destructive Forces of 


Fear, 
Home Life, Devo: 


ape 


Money, Weights and Measures. 
pp en Sorcery titan 


Peet Sain, couche biarggee 
a the History of the Apostles. 
i Gospels, citing references in different 
— 
¢ Gini Son Bn. aa 
3 te Te Rene ppearances esus, Illus- 


50. Chart of the Seven Churches of Asia, described by 


Historical 
G4. Canrt Ghowing the Interior Arrangement of the Temaple 


55. Thirteen Special Illustrated Maps Showing the J. 
agp f Sues, Sow, Pas ‘and the Journeys of the Children 
mind you—not several tagether on ono page. 


BB Kirkbride BIBLE CO.,INC. 


E-239 


K. OF P. BLDG. 
INDIANAPOLIS, 


INDIANA 


The Revised Version is given in the wide 
margin opposite the verses, wherever an im- 
portant difference in meaning occurs. 


Be Fair to Yourself! 
See this special Bible with its un- 
equaled practical helps before you 
buy any Bible—or you may regret 


it as others have. Ask your pastor 

about it. No other Bible is so high- 

ly praised by so many renowned 
Bible Students. 


SEND NOW 
for this 
big FREE 


descriptive 


BOOK. 
Agents Wanted 








B. B. KIRKBRIDE BIBLE CoO., INC., 
Dept. E-239 K. of P. Bidg. 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 
Without cost or obligation to me, send 
a oy of the big illustrated book, A New 
Bible for a New Day,” and full particulars 
concerning the Third Improved Edition of 
Reference Bible. 


(0 Send your special terms to Representa- 
tives. 


Name 


Addreasa 


City. 




















